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O n October 9, 
2022, in Belgrade, 
Simon Bikindi 
was found guilty 

of  committed acts and 
sentenced to 7 years in prison. 
 
The trial deciding the fate of  
Simon Bikindi took place at 
11.30 on October 8, 2022. 

Both the defense and the 
prosecution used valid 
arguments, which made the 
final judgment difficult to 
predict. The prosecution 

demanded a 15-year sentence 
of  imprisonment for Bikindi, 
while the defense argued for 
no more than 5 years, in case 
the judges deem him guilty. 
 

Who is 

Simon Bikindi? 
 
Simon Bikindi was born in 
Rwanda. He was famous 
composer and musician, as well 
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as an official in the Ministry of  
Youth and Sports and a 
member of  the MRND. He 
wrote patriotic songs that 
promoted Hutu solidarity e.g., 
“Twasezereye” (We said 
goodbye to the feudal regime), 
“Nanga abahutu” (I hate these 
Hutu), and “Bene 
sebahinzi” (The sons of  the 
father of  the cultivators). His 
songs were often played before 
or after calls for attacks in 
RTLM broadcasts. Although 
he never mentions Tutsis by 
name, his lyrics called for 
attacks on Hutus who broke 
ranks with other Hutus. For 
this reason, Simon Bikindi is 
charged with aiding and 
abetting the commission of  
genocide, punishable under 
Art. 6 (a) and (b) and 25 (3) (c) 
RS (genocide and individual 
crime responsibility). 
 

How did it 

all start? 
 
The story begins after World 

War I when Belgium took over  
the territory of  Rwanda and 
divided its most numerous 
tribes of  Hutu and Tutsi, 
between themselves, causing 
animosity to arise between the 
two tribes. The reason for this 
hostility was that Belgians 
favored Tutsis over Hutus. 
Tutsis tended livestock, which 
was more valuable than crops, 
which were tended by Hutus. 
In the eyes of  Belgians, that 
made Tutsis superior to Hutus. 
This division lasted until 1959 
when Rwanda gained 
independence from Belgian 
colonial rule. The Tutsi-
dominated monarchy fell and 
subsequently, Tutsis were 
exiled in 1961. 
 
In the following years, General 
Juvénal Habyarimana led a 
military coup and took over 
the government. The civil 
Hutu government was replaced 
with a military Hutu 
government with Mr. 
Habyarimana as president. He 

soon founded MRND (a 
Republican national movement 
for democracy and 
development). In 1990 Rwanda 
was invaded by the RPF 
(Rwandan Patriotic Front), an 
exiled Tutsi organization. After 
a long time, they decided to 
enter into peace negotiations, 
because no one was able to 
gain the upper hand. Conflicts 
resurfaced after a plane crash 
that killed President 
Habyarimana. This incident 
started a planned campaign of  
mass murder that occurred 
over the course of  some 100 
days. The number of  victims is 
estimated to be about 800 000 
to 1 000 000. Today, that 
incident is known as the 
Rwandan genocide. 
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Panel of judes for Simon Bikindi case at the MICC 
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O n October 9th, 2022, 
in Belgrade, Dražen 
Erdemović was 
convicted guilty by a 
team of MICC judges. 

Here's what they said: 

“We understand from the prosecution team 
that Erdemović should have refused to kill 
those people. Since he was in the war he 
was expected to sacrifice his own life for 
others, but understandably, no normal 
person would do that. Given that he was 
forced to do it and under big pressure, we 
decided to lower the sentence. With all 
these circumstances, the court will give 
Erdemović 6 years instead of 10.” 

Dražen Erdemović was a Bosnian 
Croat and 24 years old at that time. 
He had served the Bosnian Croat 
Army (HVO) after serving in the 
Army of Bosnia and Herzegovina. 
He deserted from the army because 

he helped Serbs escape into the 
Republika Srpska and refused to kill 
them. As a Bosnian-Herzegovinian 
citizen, he had to join the army 
again.  

He joined the 10th  Sabotage 
Detachment of the Bosnian Serb 
Army in April 1994 as a Sergeant. 
The detachment comprised soldiers 
of all nationalities – Croats, 
Slovenians, and Muslims and wasn't 
front-line fighting but 
reconnaissance (intelligence 
gathering). He got along well with 
the Commander until another, more 
nationalist commander replaced 

him. After refusing to kill civilian 
Muslims he was demoted to the 
soldier rank. In July 1995, he was 
ordered to go to Srebrenica, where 
his unit walked into an empty town. 
On July 16th he was taken to 
Branjevo where he saw 
approximately 20 buses with 60 men 
of every age. Together with seven 
other members, he had to shoot and 
kill them. As he said, he closed his 
eyes while doing it so he could not 
see anything. After that, he was also 
ordered to go to Pilica and shoot 
another 500 men that were held in 
school, but they went to a local cafe 
instead. Later, they heard the 
shootings inside the school from 
there. He survived getting shot in 
the lungs and stomach by a former 
member of his military detachment. 
His testimony helped uncover 
evidence of the Srebrenica massacre 
and was in the indictments of Ratko 
Mladić and Radovan Karadžić.  

By Jana Višinka & Milica Delić  
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The crime that he did, by Rome 
Statute, is murder. Article 25 3. (a) 
“Commits such a crime, whether 
as an individual, jointly with 
another or through another 
person, regardless of whether 
that one person is criminally 
responsible.”. According to 
Article 30 Mental element, he is 
criminally responsible and liable 
for punishment for a crime 
within the jurisdiction of the 
Court. However, he might be 
excused, as his crime was 
allegedly caused under duress 
resulting from a threat of 
imminent death or of continuing 
or imminent serious bodily harm 
against that person or another 
person.“ 

This is what our prosecution and 
defense teams said about the case 
during the trials: 

-Defense: Erdemović was forced to 
do it by other people without much 
choice. He had a wife and a small 
kid, and he went to war in order to 
save them. He was only 24 years old 
at that time and just wanted a 

normal life like everyone else. They 
didn’t allow him to return to Croatia 
because of helping Serbs, which 
Croatians didn’t like. Also, his 
mental health wasn’t good at all, he 
started drinking, and didn’t want to 
talk to anybody including his wife as 
well. He spent some time in the 
hospital. The feeling he had after 
this act was awful and he felt really 
guilty, not like some people who are 
proud of such crimes (such as Adolf 
Hitler). 

 

-Prosecution: Not just his, but 
everyone’s mental health was bad 
then. They were all traumatized 
because of the war, so it can’t be an 
excuse. What he did was horrible, 
the fact that he killed more than 100 
people. Two years of punishment is 
definitely not enough and he needs 
to spend at 
least ten years in jail. 

What is Yugoslavia? 

Yugoslavia was a country in South-Eastern Europe, made 
up of six federal republics: Serbia, Montenegro, Croatia, 
Slovenia, Bosnia-Herzegovina, and Macedonia. It was 

ruled by a Communist Regime under President Josip Broz 
Tito. After Tito's death, the Yugoslavian state came under 
more and more pressure to reform. Fights between 
politicians on federal and regional levels increased.Federal 
republics declared independence, starting with Slovenia 
and Croatia in 1991, and in March 1992 Bosnia-
Herzegovina. Due to politically unstable situation war 
began. Each group (Bosnian Serbs, Bosnian Croats and 
Bosniaks) feared they will be attacked unless they chose to 
fight. The conflict was very bloody, and it also caused a lot 
of displacement and migrations, and that process is known 
as “ethnic cleansing”.Srebrenica, a small town near the 
Serbian border, was inhabited predominantly by Bosnian 
Muslims and was declared a “safe area” by the UN 
Security Council in 1993. In July 1995, this town in the 
East of Bosnia-Herzegovina was attacked by the Bosnian 
Serb Army (who were mostly orthodox Christians) under 
General Ratko Mladić. More than 8,000 Muslim men were 
killed in this genocide.  

Defence on the case of Erdemović at the MICC 
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O n the 9th October, 
2022 in Belgrade/
Serbia, Friedrich Flick 
was found guilty by the 

Judges. His sentence is 8 years in 
prison and a high fine. He was 
found guilty in enslavement 7(1) C 
and 28 (B), even if the government 
employed the workers, Flick had to 

take the responsibility for them. 
Flick only cared about the money he 
made, not about the bad working 
conditions and the crimes against 
humanity. 
 
Friedrich Flick owned a coal and 
steel factory, therefore he was an 
industrialist and became really 
wealthy during the first World War 
and the Weimar Republic. Flick was 
a member of a conservative Party 
called “Deutsche Volkspartei” 
during the time of the Weimar 
Republic. He also supported other 
parties with donations, except for 
the NSDAP, lead by Adolf Hitler. 
The NSDAP gained power in 1933. 
Flick decided not to support them 
because Hitler was “unlikeable” in 
his opinion. However, his opinion 
changed in 1932 as NSDAP gained 
more power and developed into one 
of the most important parties in 
Germany. Flick began donating to 
the NSDAP as well. A few years 
after Flick joined NSDAP as a 

member, and got a really important 
position in the German industry.  
 
Two years before joining the 
NSDAP, Flick was added to a list 
called “Himmlers Freundeskreis”. 
This organization of approximately 
40 persons supported the Leader of 
the SS (Himmler), ideologically and 
financially, with approximately one 
million Reichsmark.   
In 1938 and following years, Flick 
became the leader of the armament 
industry (Wehrwirtschaftsführer). 
Big industries of coal, steel, and iron 
needed him. He was a member of 
the four-person board (Berg- und 
Hüttenwerke Ost) and a public-
private monopoly enterprise, which 
organized the acquisition of raw 
materials and their use for war 
protection.   
Flick’s industry was centered around 
the production of steel, armament, 
and military-related equipment. In 
1939, armament became more 
important than ever before. German 

By Jette Julia Renfert  

Friedrich Flick case MICC court 
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workers were also sent to the fronts. 
Therefore, Flick needed to expand 
his production. He used prisoners of 
war and inmates of concentration 
camps for "forced labor". Working 
conditions in his factories were so 
bad that approximately 10.000 of 
120.000 forced workers died.  
 
Both sides, the prosecution and 
defense argumented their cases well, 
so the judges had a hard time 
deciding. Flick was being accused of 
crime against humanity i.e., 
enslavement, under article 7 (1) C 
and 28 (B). As the superior, Flick 
knew of the committed crimes and 
had the responsibility to act against 
the crimes. He failed to prevent the 
crime against humanity.  
 
The prosecution claims there was 
’’forced labor’’ in Flick’s factory. 
The defense proposed a 4-year 
sentence, as a compromise. 
Arguments of the defense were that 
workforce was not under Flick’s 
supervision, but rather government 
controled. They agree the 
government had more power than 
Flick. The prosecution claims that 
the government did it systematically. 
Defense, however, claims that even 
if Flick didn’t have a position in the 
government it wouldn’t mean he 
had no influence in his factory. The 

defense insisted that if Flick said 
anything against the government, he 
would lose the government’s 
support. The prosecutors were still 
insisting he supported this situation, 
he has high ranks in the armament 
and his position was really 
important for Germany. The 
Defence said Flick couldn't stop the 
observed situation, also they say 
leader of the armament is just a title 
and he hasn't the power the 
government has. The Prosecution 
says Flick still has the responsibility 
of looking after the factory even if 
there were SS guards guarding the 
workers. Flick has the knowledge of 

the crimes he knew what has 
happened like the crimes against 
humanity because the workers have 
been beaten with wooden sticks 
everybody watched while they did 
that. Those crimes affect 
responsibility so Flick has clearly 
failed to take the responsibility he 
was selfish. He has to prevent those 
crimes and bad working conditions. 
The Defence replies with Flick 
couldn't do anything to help. He 
also needed those workers for his 
company; the workers were guarded 
by the German SS Guards. The 
prosecutors said he could have said 
something in his Party because he 
was a part of the NSDAP and also a 
member in "Himmlers 
Freundeskreis". Now the Defence 
says that Flick was a member of 
different groups he also was 
expected to support the NSDAP 
with money and he supported Hitler 
because of his business. Also they 
say only Himmler himself had 
connection to his "Freundeskreis" 
also he didn't know they would start 
a war and if he said anything against 
them he would be kicked out. The 
Defence also mentions that the SS 
guards has blamed the workers who 
had made those long shifts that's 
why the workers were exhausted 
and 10.000 people died.  
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1. How did you come to know about MICC 
School? 

 
Well, it all started in 2013. I had just returned to Berlin 
after participating in the Humanity in Action’s fellowship 
program. The institution that ran this program was one 
of the partners of Model International Criminal Court - 
Western Balkans (MICC WeB) and its director offered 
me the possibility of attending one of the MICC WeB 
sessions, where I had my first contact with MICC,* and 
guess what? - I fell in love with it and here I am a decade 
later, working for them. 
 
At first, I was one of the national coordinators of MICC 
WeB. It was later in 2017 that I became in charge of 
MICC School through Kreisau-Initiative e.V., which is its 
main implementing organisation of MICC. 
 

2. What do you think is the most important 
thing about MICC School? 

 
I guess it's people meeting each other. We live in a time 
where we can all travel to visit countries and places, but 
we seem to talk with each other less and less. So for me,  

 
the most important component of MICC is definitely 
bringing people together and giving them the space and 
opportunity to meet each other. It’s about creating new 
and unbreakable relationships between people who 
attend our program. 
 

3. Do you enjoy being an organiser of MICC? 
 
 
Yes, I do, and you may ask why? It's simple. I see 
personal transformations in our participants and for that 
reason I enjoy organising sessions of the MICC program. 
What do I mean with transformation? Seeing participants 
being nervous the first evening or first day and seeing 
how they have transformed by the last day is the biggest 
motivation for me to continue. 
 
I usually say that I'm really blessed to have this job and 
to be part of such an educational program as the MICC 
program. I have been doing this for 10 years and I think 
it's gonna remain and be part of my life.  
 

4. What is your favourite activity of MICC? 
 
I enjoy the mutual (intercultural) evening because that's 

By Jana Višinka & Maria Chrzanowska  
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always the first chance for the participants to see how it 
is to be in front of a big group of people and present 
something to them. Additionally, I enjoy seeing students 
perform during the trial simulations in front of the 
others and somehow showing their abilities and skills 
which they’ve learnt to develop in such a short period of 
time.  
 

5. What is the case that you found most 
interesting? 

 
 
Personally, for me the most interesting case at MICC 
School is the case of Dražen Erdemović but that’s 
because I have a personal connection to the former 
Yugoslavia; my origins are from there. Nevertheless, the 
other cases are also interesting because they are all 
unique in their own ways and they create a great 
opportunity to discuss international criminal law and 
international criminal justice in a different time from a 
different perspective. 

From le  to right: Maria Chrzanowska, Jana Višinka, Kerim Somun  
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1. If you want to try their famous 
rakija (a strong alcohol with various 
fruity flavours, national Serbian 
drink), you shouldn't buy it at the 
supermarket. It's just a commercial 
drink, mass produced, without a real 
rakija's ,,soul". Certainly you need to 
buy it at local businesses. To find 
them you have to go to the 
countryside, there are a lot of them 
there. Additionally, apart from 
getting a taste of real rakija, you can 

support local people and help them. 
 

2. All of the tourists are welcomed 
with full warm-heartedness. It 
doesn’t matter if you come from 
Poland or France, hospitality is the 
most common trait of Serbians. 
However, there is one catch. You 

shouldn't mention the war or 
political problems if you want to 
steer clear of troubles or outburst of 
emotions from Serbians. It's a very 
touchy topic, to this day you can see 
many post-war traces. A lot of 
people (for example in Belgrade) 
still have the trauma and bad 
memories about that time, so avoid 
serious talks and have fun. 
 
3. Serbia is not just Belgrade-there 
are a lot of historical locations and 
beautiful, picturesque mountains 
(Kopaonik, Tara, Mokra Gora, 
Fruška Gora). For instance, 22 km 
from Novi Sad is the oldest national 
park-Fruška Gora. You will 
undoubtedly have a nice day there, 
full of hiking, riding on marked 
trails, enjoying the birds’ songs and 
breathing fresh air. On the 
mountain, there is an almost 

By Szymon Kuś 

Serbia is a beau ful country in landlocked Southeastern and Central Europe. It’s a really good des na on, but obviously before traveling 
you should research the country before going. So here are 5 pieces of advice on safety, traveling and a few other topics that you should 
be aware of before visi ng Serbia.  
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pristine, well-preserved natural 
forest. You can travel to the lovely 
cities like Subotica or Novi Sad in 
addition to the natural world. There 
are many historical  places, 
restaurants serving regional food 
and coffee shops.  
 

 
4. Belgrad is really famous for its 
concerts, sports tournaments and 
nightlife (most of the clubs are 
floating on the river). Serbians are 
calling them ,,rafts’’- there are 
thousands of them around the rivers 
of the town. There are 2 types of 
clubs- Mainstream and National 
Live Belgrade Clubs. The first plays 
techno, hip-hop, progressive music. 
As opposed to that, National Live 
Belgrade Clubs have local musicians 
and play domestic music in the 
native language. 
 
5. Just keep in mind that Serbia is 
not a member of the European 
Union when traveling to Serbia 
from the EU. It means that roaming 
and phone calls in Serbia will 
probably be very expensive. For 
e x a m p l e ,  o n e  m i n u t e  o f 
conversation costs approx 1 euro, so 
you need to be careful if you don’t 

want to pay a shocking charge. In 
this situation, you have 2 
alternatives. The first is using only 
Wi-Fi. It is generally quick, reliable 
and free in cafes in Serbia. And the 
second possibility is to purchase a 
Serbian SIM card. It doesn’t cost 
much and then you can use your 
phone as if you were in your home 
country. 

Emilia 

„I like reading books and playing violin.“ 

Jana 

„I have a strange fear of feet“ 

Mia 

„I do kick-boxing.“ 

Milica 

„I’m multilingual - I speak serbian, russian, 
german and english.“ 

Rieke 

„I really like argumenting.“ 

Wojciech 

I like dressing formal all the time.“ 

By Milica Delić 
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English German Serbian Polish 

Hello Hallo Здраво (Zdravo) Witam 

Thanks Danke Хвала (Hvala) Dziękuję 

How are you? Wie gehts? Како иде? 

 (Kako ide?) 

Jak leci? 

good gut Добро (Dobro) Dobrze 

yes ja Да (da) TAk 

no nein не(ne) nie 

goodbye Auf Wiedersehen Збогом(Zbogom) Do widzenia 

Good morning Guten morgen Добро јутро 

(Dobro jutro) 

Dzień dobry 

Good afternoon Guten nachmittag добар дан 

(dobar dan) 

Dobry wieczór 

Good night Gute nacht Лаку ноћ(Laku noć) Dobranoc 

My name is… Mein name ist… моје име је 

(moje ime je) 

Nazywam się… 

What is your name? Wie ist dein name? како се зовеш 

(kako se zoveš) 

Jak masz na imię? 

See you later Bis später видимо се касније 

(vidimo se kasnije) 

do zobaczenia później 

I love you Ich liebe dich Волим те (Volim te) Kocham cię 

friend Freund Пријатељу (prijatelju) przyjaciel 

Miss you Vermisse dich Недостајеш ми 

(Nedostaješ mi) 

tęsknić za tobą 

By Kaja Luchterhand  


