
MICC University is a simulation of 
trials before the ICC for universitys 
tudents from all over the world. 

The International Criminal Court (ICC) 
is the world’s most sophisticated 
mechanism for the protection 
of Human rights and rules of 
warfare. MICC is a project that 
aims to teach cor principles 
of the ICC to high school and 
university students.

The working language of every 
simulation is English, and every 
session
comprises sets of trainings, discussions 
and workshops with a simulation
of the ICC process – preparation, trial and 

verdict. Bringing in students from
all around the globe, MICC fosters 
intercultural dialogue and understanding
among students of various national and 

social backgrounds. The goal of
this work is to encourage students 

to study human rights and 
humanitarian
law.
Since 2006, MICC University 
annually invites university 

students from all over the world 
to Krzyżowa.

Due to current
development with COVID-19
Pandemic for the first time the MICC
University was organized as an
online event.
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Poorian Army staff sergeant Remy Land-
ov who killed 48 civilians in a military job 
on 11 November 2015 was found not 
guilty by the MICC judges for the charges 
brought by the prosecution.

His shooting mission using Katyusha 
type rocket artillery 15 kilometers away 
from Redota was considered an act done 
“under duress”, according to the Defense 
team putting forth evidence under Arti-
cle 31(1)(d) of the Rome Statute.

One of Landov’s three firings happened 
to land in the central square of the small 
village, killing 12 men, 28 women and 8 
children in a Movanian community. When 
he heard about the fatalities on radio, his 
remorse prevented him from following a 
second order by his senior commanding 
officer Berad Samson.
  Samson, proven to make xenophobic 
and hostile remarks against Movanians, 
has not been tried.
Landov voluntarily turned himself in to 
the ICC in July while Pooria protested his 
custody, demanding to prosecute him in 
a national court.
After establishing that the ICC had ju-
risdiction over the case despite Pooria 

having not ratified the Rome Statute, the 
judges decided that Article 5 under the 
treaty grants power to the court to hear 
the case as it was found to be a crime 
against humanity and war crime. 
The charges made against him included 
crimes against humanity, war crimes, and 
individual crime responsibility.
The prosecution and defense argued over 
whether the crime was caused by duress 
resulting from Samson’s threat to put Land-
ov “against the wall”.

“The threat may have been a hollow one,” 
the Prosecution said during the trial when 
referring to superior orders under Article 33 
of the Rome Statute. “It’s not clear wheth-
er Samson intended it to mean imminent 
death or bodily harm.”
They added, “We don’t think he was under 
legal obligation to follow orders because 
when he refused the second time, he did 
not receive punishment.”
The judges, however, followed criminal pro-
cedure in ICC where the burden of proof 
related to threat under duress is on the 
defense. “The defense proved all elements 
under Article 31(1)(d) are met,” the judges 
concluded in their verdict.
The shooting incident was part of the re-

sponse by the PPP ruling party attempt-
ing to stifle the Movanian independence 
movement brewing alongside Richia’s bor-
der. The government’s reaction to the ter-
rorist attacks claimed by the IMF, the radical 
faction stemming from the Movanian inde-
pendence movement, has been a military 
mission with a curfew and the deployment 
of troops and police in the area.  
Nearly 1.8 million Movanians in Pooria are 
represented by the council of elders head-
quartered in Bedom, a contentious area 
drawing the attention of the Poorian gov-
ernment.

Tensions between the Movanians and the 
government have been fueled with aggres-
sion and violence over the years.
A series of policies by the PPP ruling party 
aims to gradually suppress Movanian cul-
ture in favor of a nationalist identity. One 
has been the banning of local dialect and 
culture in schools and public media.
Landov’s hearing is part of three cases 
closely related to hostilities towards Mova-
nians in Richia and Pooria. As both countries 
sought to deal with common challenges 
with the Movanian minority, breaches of 
the Rome Statute could not be avoided.

Killing innocent civilians not punishable if act done ‘under pressure’:  

Judges find Landov not guilty

MICC

TRIALS
Layan Damanhouri
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On Friday, 23rd October 2020, 
the online trials of Model In-
ternational Criminal Court 
(MICC) found, Lars Ek-
strom, the CEO of the 
Richia-based Automat-
ed Defense Systems 
(ADS), guilty of Crimes 
against humanity and 
superior’s respon-
sibility in case of a 
crime committed by 
a subordinate under 
the Rome Statute. The 
court also found him 
not guilty on the count 
of Mental Intent. As a re-
sult, they sentenced him to 
four years in jail and a fine of 2 
million USD.
The case concerned the killing of 
36 Poorian civilians trying to cross into 
Richia. They were killed on the Poorian 
side of the Richia-Pooria border on the 
evening of 6 February, 2016 by BETA, a 
faulty automated defense system man-
ufactured by ADS. BETA was developed 
and installed as an upgraded automated 
border defense system. BETA is a ground-
to-ground defense system of fixed gun 
turrets with camera recognition of the 
surroundings. BETA was equipped with a 
lot of facilities and one of those was that 
it can be switched into “automatic defense 
protocol”, by which it would fire upon all 
locked-on targets indiscriminately. After 
approval from RDF and the Richian parlia-
ment, the system was installed and went 
live on 21 January 2016.
But on 28 January 2016, Lars Ekstrom, CEO 
of ADS received a note from his engineers 
about “potential issues with BETA”, indi-
cating software problems. Lars Ekstrom 
did nothing after considering this without 
announcing a longer report on this regard 
which was completed on 06 February 2016. 
The longer report showed that the system 
automatically switches to “automatic de-
fense protocol”. Knowing this, Lars Ekstrom 
and his company didn’t turn off the BETA 

sys-
t e m w h i l e 
they kept the report confidential and didn’t 
notify RDF until February 10.
However, it was too late by then because 
on the evening of 06 February 2016, when 
a group of 36 Movanian refugees tried to 
cross the border into Richia, BETA was set 
to “human interaction defense” protocol 
and it failed to identify the nature of the 
group. This failure resulted in the death of 
36 Monavian refugees while they were on 
Poorian land.
The Prosecution charged Lars Ekstrom of 
Crimes against humanity under article 
7.1(a), the responsibility of commanders 
and other superiors under article 28 and 
the Mental element under Article 30 of 
the Rome Statute. They accused him of 
choosing business over life and allowing 
this horrible incident to occur.
They charged him under article 7 saying 
the conduct was committed as a part of 
a widespread and systematic attack di-
rected against a civilian population. Arti-
cle 7 requires that the perpetrator must 
commit the acts with knowledge of the 
broader widespread or systematic at-

tack on the civilian population. 
The prosecution contended 

that Lars Ekstrom knew all 
the characteristics of the 

attack or the precise 
details of the plan or 
policy or the statute 
of organization. It 
suffices that he was 
aware of the possibil-
ity of the attack. Lars 
Ekstrom was knowl-
edgeable to a possi-

ble execution of the 
attack, due to the mere 

fact that the BETA system 
operates a firing machine 

gun upon detection. 
To their argument, the De-

fence strongly objected saying 
it does not qualify as a widespread 

attack because of the low number of 
casualties and also argued that these un-
fortunate deaths were not abhorrent or 
torturous but comparatively humane, as 
it was a painless and fast way of death, to 
be considered a widespread attack.
On the charge of the responsibility of 
commanders and other superiors under 
article 28 of the Rome Statute, the pros-
ecution contended that Lars Ekstrom, as 
a superior to the engineers, had effec-
tive control over them and their doings. 
It can be deduced that from the mere 
fact that the potential problems with the 
BETA machine - had led the engineers to 
approach him to provide help, guidance 
and a possible solution. The prosecutors 
accused that Lars Ekstrom failed to take 
all the necessary and reasonable meas-
ures within his power and he did not do 
anything at all to change the course of 
the situation. They also stated in their ar-
gument that Lars Ekstrom intentionally 
made this confidential from the higher 
authorities to possibly save his company’s 
reputation. They also said that he knew 
that the thousands of Monavian refugees 
alongside the border were in danger and 
deliberately chose to ignore it.

Jukta Monon

Ekstrom sentenced to four years
imprisonment
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The defense denied these charges as well. 
They argued that in this scenario, the 
subordinate who committed the crime 
is a malfunctioning machine and not a 
human. As BETA is a machine, it cannot 
be considered the subordinate of Lars 
Ekstrom. Even if BETA was considered his 
subordinate, there is no definite proof 
that the nature of this potential issue was 
known to Lars Ekstrom or clearly disre-
garded by him. They argued that there is 
no proof that he did not take measures. 
The defense also stated as Lars Ekstrom 
was the CEO of ADS who only had au-
thority over contracts and ADS but no 
authority over RDF. Thus, he had no way 
of knowing in which borders BETA will be 
used to defend, so he couldn’t possibly 
know if the refugees were at risk or not.
The prosecutors on the charge of The Men-
tal Element argued that Lars Ekstrom had 
both knowledge and intent. They con-
tended that intent might also be met as 
the intent with relation to a consequence. 
They stated that there is intent where the 
accused person means to cause that con-
sequence or is at least aware that it will 
occur in the ordinary course of events. 

The prosecution again held the statement 
that the accused while being in charge of 
a company that deals and operates an au-
tomatic machine system - makes the head 
of the first, at least aware that the event of a 
misfire against citizens who evidently try to 
flee into Richia might occur as an ordinary 
course of events. Especially when he decid-
ed to keep this confidential.
The defense rebutted these charges by 
holding their ground that Lars Ekstrom did 
not have clear knowledge or intent regard-
ing the tragic events. After hearing both 
the prosecutor and defense’s argument, 
the chamber of judges could not be in 
complete agreement for the verdict.
Judge Evangelia Alexopoulou and Judge 
Vera Kar found Lars Ekstrom guilty of Crimes 
against humanity of 7.1(a) and also found 
him guilty under Article 28(b) pertaining to 
superior’s responsibility in case of a crime 
committed by a subordinate responsibility 
of commanders and other superiors but 
found him not guilty on the charge of Men-
tal Intent based on article 30 of the Rome 
Statute.

The two judges agreed that the elements 

In conclusion, as 2/3rd of the chamber 
of judges agreed on Lars Ekstrom being 
guilty, the court sentenced him to 4 years 
of jail with two million dollars of a mone-
tary fine. As all the judges could not come 
to the same conclusion, the question still 
remained if Lars Ekstrom was guilty be-
yond a reasonable doubt.
The respected woman Ms. Umbo after 
her trial on Friday, 23 October 2020, was 
found not guilty by the Model of Interna-
tional Court in Krzyżowa. The prosecutors 
accused her of being responsible for the 
attack of the 30 Poorian policemen by the 
Independent Movanian Forces (IMF). Al-
though, the prosecutors did remarkable 
research and built strong arguments they 
could not prove that actually, her speech 
was an indication for the IMF to realize 
their final attack against the police officers.
To begin with, It should be pointed out 
that Movania is not an independent state. 

Theodora Kreka

 “WHATEVER IT TAKES AND WILL TAKE”

of the widespread and systematic attack 
were met, as they also believed beyond 
doubt that Lars Ekstrom was aware of these 
malfunctions. The judges concluded that as 
the face of ADS and the CEO, he had to and 
was required to have sufficient knowledge 
about the company and what the compa-
ny dealt with. He had to know the potential 
malfunctions are connected to automated 
defense systems. Thus, knowing that not 
acting on it may result in disastrous inci-
dents. So even after being clearly and com-
pletely aware, he did not disclose the infor-
mation that there could be potential issues; 
thus not doing everything in his power. 
In this scenario, as the superior of the en-
gineers, Lars Ekstrom was the one at fault. 
As Lars Ekstrom had proper knowledge, the 
malfunctions which killed Monavian refu-
gees was a direct result of his negligence. 
But the two judges discarded the charges 
of Mental Intent of Lars Ekstrom.  
As these decisions were not taken unani-
mously by the judges, Judge Zofia Zawieja 
had a different opinion. She found Lars Ek-
strom not guilty based on the argument of 
the defense.

Part of Movanians lives both in Pooria and 
Richia. Automatically,  it is reasonable to 
consider that problems are being restored 
all the time that concern the relations be-
tween Movanians, Richians, and especially 
Poorians even though they are represent-
ed in both parliaments. Additionally, it is 
deemed useful to emphasize that Pooria 
not only is based on devotion to religion 
but as a state it has also developed a 
strong national sentiment that is constant-
ly being recycled by education and media. 
On the other hand, Richia has guaranteed 
self-government rights at the border but 
does not formally recognize the rights 
of independence to Movanians. The ten-
dency towards radicalization starts when 
Pooria begins to violate the oficial rights of 
Movanians at every level. As a result, a part 
of MIM created armed militias by the name 
Independent Movanian Forces (IMF), an 
action that provoked Poorians to create 
the Poorian Army (PA) which initially con-

trolled the whole area by implementing 
restrictions such as curfew. Furthermore, 
the members and the advocators of MIM 
were arrested.
Lisa Umbo is Movanian. As a prominent 
leader has served on the council of elders 
for over a decade. She managed to be-
come a symbol of resistance as she made 
speeches to defend the right of Movanians 
to become an independent state. After be-
ing chased to get arrested by the Poorian 
officers she fled to Richia where she contin-

The prosecutors accused 
ms. Umbo of being respon-
sible for the attack of the 
30 Poorian policemen by 
the Independent Movanian 
Forces (IMF). 
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ued her speeches but on an “underground” 
level.
Τhe glass overflowed when Pooria bom-
barded Redota so in her next speech she 
called on her people to resist the genocidal 
attempt against them. “Whatever it takes” 
was her catchphrase. A phrase that it was 
used by the members of IMF while they 
were shooting at the 30 police officers. Lisa 
Umbo was arrested and the difficult part of 
the story begun. Did she really bore respon-
sibilities for these 30 policemen?
The prosecution claimed that Lisa Umbo 
fulfilled the 5 elements of war crime in or-
der to be found guilty by the court. Spe-
cifically, there were killed more than one 
men and all of them were civilians (police-
men are not part of the army so they are 
considered civilians). The most important 
though is that her speech was made in a 
time of conflict, a fact that she knew pret-
ty well. Αs she had not any mental issues, 
the prosecution declared that the way that 
she was calling on her people, the way that 
she generally made her speeches and es-

pecially the last one in which she used the 
famous phrase “whatever it takes” was like 
an incitement. Her senior position helped 
her even more to consolidate her influence 
on her people that followed her and create 
an even more feverish environment than 
the already existing one. In the end they 
requested 15 years of imprisonment af-
ter proving with their arguments that the 
court was the right one to sentence her as 
a perpetrator of a war crime.
The defense began its arguments by claim-
ing first of all that the court was not suitable 

guilty. “What are the limits of freedom when 
someone makes a speech?- the judge said. 
Additionally, in her speech, there was not 
any target. Lisa Umbo did not say to kill the 
police officers. The fact also that there was 
not any proof that she was a member of 
the IMF weakened, even more, the prose-
cution’s thesis. Remarkable is that the judg-
es found the arguments of the prosecutors 
very strong and of the defenders as well, 
something that proves that their decision 
was really difficult.
Violence brings more violence. Αnd the vi-
olation of fundamental rights is considered 
also violence. Even if Lisa Umbo was not 
free the crucial problems of this area would 
not end. Movanians would again be op-
pressed. Maybe the right question is what 
should be done to protect this minority as 
it has survived so many years with its own 
language and tradition. Don’t they deserve 
to gain their independence? One thing is 
sure: If Lisa Umbo stops existing another 
Lisa Umbo will be found.

Lisa Umbo managed to be-
come a symbol of resistance as 
she made speeches to defend 
the right of Movanians to be-
come an independent state. 

The fact also that there was 
not any proof that she was 
a member of the IMF weak-
ened, even more, the pros-
ecution’s thesis. 

to conduct the trial. Moreover, there was 
not any proof that she was a member of the 
IMF. They even supported that she was the 
real victim in this case because after all she 
wanted to defend the right of her people 
to be independent and because of that she 
ended up leaving her place and becom-
ing a refugee. She used pure methods to 
deliver her messages and even when she 
was in danger she continued her struggle. 
Her acts were not at all illegal. The most 
rational argument was that if she was the 
leader of the IMF then she would definitely 
ask for help when she was in danger to get 
arrested. Even the people that were in the 
riot prove that she encouraged peaceful 
persons to support their rights. As for her 
speech, the defenders invoked the fun-
damental freedom of speech, a right that 
every single individual has.
The judges eventually found Lisa Umbo not 
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By Daphne Chiedozie Duruoha

On the 20th of October in Lagos State 
Nigeria, under the Presidential rule of 
Muhammadu Buhari, a government 
elected by the people, ambushed them 
after many days of singing, marching 
and waving the country’s flag in the air 
to peacefully protest against the Special 
Anti-Robbery Squad of the police.  

This would not be the first time a gov-
ernment kills its people, and if no one 
speaks up, this would not be the last.

________

When I first heard of the Asaba Massa-
cre during the Biafran civil war, I was 
just fourteen and about to be done with 
high school. 

My father would sort out his huge pile 
of old Newspapers with me in our small 
university-home study. As we worked 
through the pages and decided on what 
was useful and what was not, he’d point 
out the political bad-guys and talk a 
lot till I gave my opinion on matters he 
knew too well my teenage brain didn’t 
care much about.

The week before I left for boarding 

Lagos State Massacre: 
Who Is Next After A Government Kills Its People?

school, we decided to keep only news-
papers with details about Africa. We 
were halfway into the first decade of 
the 21st century, foreign politics start-
ed to seem like luxury with all the dra-
ma forming around us starting from our 
country, Nigeria. 

Lekki and Alausa, I never read about the 
aftermath of genocide. 

What would become of a people after 
their brothers and sisters and friends are 
shot into the ground, blood filling the 
air, mixing up heavy hearts with heavy 
tears. 

The Lekki Toll Gate Massacre took me 
back to the newspaper article about 
Biafra. This time, it no more seemed like 
avoidable death stories and headlines. 

It was details I had seen for myself be-
fore retiring to a restless night. 

There was no throwing it into a box. 
There was no undoing the damage that 
had been done. 

In the first week of protests, news of 
hope and change flew around the coun-
try. Youths gathered like ants around 
sugar, hugging themselves, holding 
hands and walking in solidarity. 

This was when the government started 
to shiver in fear. 

The thought of unity and enlightenment 
set a fire underneath their beds so they 
gathered and whispered to themselves 
till ideas of an ambush and massacre 

First, to be a patriotic Nigerian is 
to build your tent between life and 

death. 

My dad picked-up one old chap from 
underneath a huge pile and handed it 
over to me. 

“Read it If you can and let me know what 
you think about the Biafran Genocide” 

He knew I couldn’t, I knew I couldn’t. 

I hated even the death of annoying 
cockroaches and worms we found lying 
around in weird corners of the house. 

So I dumped the newspaper at the bot-
tom of my box and until the ‘Lekki Toll 
Gate’ Massacre on the 20th of October in 
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Who is next after a madding gov-
ernment exhausts bullets on its 
people. Who is safe on the conti-
nent?

birth in their heads. 

It wasn’t just the unity that scared them. 
It was the thought of actual change, of 
hope, of citizens basking in their rights, 
demanding accountability. 

The thought of a new Nigeria that will 
be the death of their illegal wealth and 
abusive power. 

So at once, they sent orders to turn off 
the street lights where the people had 
gathered. 

Once there was no place to run and no 
means to hide. Military officers shot 
and exhausted their bullets till brains 
and intestines ruptured out the bodies 
of innocent, defenseless people. 

People whose only crime was singing 
their national anthem and loving their 
country till death. 

So I want you to know these before 
you think of dumping this article like I 
did with the newspaper back then. 

First, to be a patriotic Nigerian is to 
build your tent between life and 
death. It is to know the fine things of 
earth, love them, experience or near-
ly experience them and still develop 
a personal ability to survive without 
them. 

To be a Patriot is to survive the thought 
and fear of death. 

Second, that one must understand 
how important it is to arm oneself with 
love and strength for others, with care 
for history. If a man knows and cares 
for what his brother has been through, 
if a man acts not just because it is his 
turn, a man would successfully trap 
and suspend history from repeating 
itself. 

One time it was old and now forgotten 
Biafra, then came the Lekki Toll Gate 
Massacre. 

Who is next after a madding govern-
ment exhausts bullets on its people. 
Who is safe on the continent?
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The fate of the Rohingyas in Myanmar 

The Rohingya Muslim minority which is 
mainly located in the northern parts of the 
Rakhine state in Myanmar is harassed and 
mistreated by the government and the 
military of Myanmar. Attacks against them 
go from the prohibition to marry and have 
children and exercise their faith, to assaults, 
destructions of their homes, persecutions, 
and deportations of Rohingyas and the 
flight of many Rohingyas to Bangladesh. 
The military operates a cleansing mission 
against them in Myanmar. Over one million 
Rohingyas are living in refugee camps in 
Bangladesh in 2018, according to the Pre-
mier Minister of Bangladesh Sheikh Hasina. 

In 2019 three different indictments were 
filled against Myanmar. The first one at the 
International Criminal Court of Justice (ICJ) 
filled by Gambia who said that Myanmar 
is not fulfilling the Genocide Convention 
of the UN. At a court in Argentina, anoth-
er one was filled against some head gov-
ernment and military officials of Myanmar 
based on the principle of universal juris-
diction. This principle claims that states are 
able to prosecute perpetrators of crimes 
that are posing a threat to the internation-
al community. Such crimes are genocide, 
crimes against humanity, and war crimes. 

Fatou Bensouda the prosecutor of the ICC 
started an investigation into the situation of 
the Rohingya in Myanmar/Bangladesh.

Only the proprio motu investigation by the 
prosecutor of the ICC seems as if it can lead 
to a prosecution, even though there are 
some fall strings in this case which have 
moved out of the way to make actual cases 
against certain perpetrators possible.

July in 2002 after enough states ratified the 
Rome Statute, high hopes were laid on that 
international court. The Court should end 
the impunity of perpetrators and bring jus-
tice to the victims of the four core crimes 
such as genocide, crimes against humanity, 
war crimes and crimes against aggression 
which was added to the Rome Statute in 
July 2018. As opposed to many beliefs the 
ICC has no universal jurisdiction and many 
articles of the Rome Statute limit the juris-
diction of the court.

As shown with its articles the Rome Statute 
focuses on crimes that are located within a 
country. But various incidences of crimes 
happen these days across borders like for 
example the current clashes within the 
long-lasting Nagorno-Karabakh conflict. 
Till 2019 there have been no cases at the 
ICC whereby the crimes have been com-
mitted across the borders of two countries, 
let alone that one country involved has not 
been a member country of the Rome Stat-
ute. Therefore, one important question oc-
curs. Is the ICC according to the judges and 
its legal bases able to prosecute and inves-
tigate in cases whereby crimes happened 
in two countries and one of them is not a 
member state?

Photo Wikipedia: A British 1825 lithograph of Shwedagon Pagoda

The main issue is that Myanmar is 
not a member state of the Rome 

Statute and the case has not 
been referred by the UN security 

council. 

The ICC and the  main challenge for its 
jurisdiction in the situation of Myan-
mar/Bangladesh

The main issue is that Myanmar is not a 
member state of the Rome Statute and 
the case has not been referred by the UN 
security council. When the International 
Criminal Court started working on 1st of 

The fall strings of the Roman Statue 
by Franziska Heike
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This means in that particular situation of 
Myanmar and Bangladesh the Pre-Trial 
Chamber who had to decide if the prose-
cutor can proceed with the investigation 
of crimes which are committed against the 
Rohingya people, had to answer that ques-
tion. 

The prosecutor claimed on that issue that 
the Rohingyas, forced by the military of 
Myanmar through their violent compulsive 
acts, fled from Myanmar to Bangladesh. Ac-
cording to the prosecutor, this can be seen 
as a crime against humanity as this article 
contains the acts of a forced transfer of a 
population and deportation. The prosecu-
tor argues that the flight of the Rohingyas 
can be viewed as deportation because the 
Rohingyas crossed the international bor-
der between Bangladesh and Myanmar. 
To show that the deportation also covers 
the territory of Bangladesh, she argues 
that when the compelled border-crossing 
brings the victim into the territory of an-
other state the deportation is completed in 
another state. 

The decision of the Pre-Trial Chamber

The Pre-Trial Chamber allowed further in-
vestigations into the crime of humanity 
of deportation as well as the persecution 
based on ethnicity or religion from Octo-
ber 2016 on. This means that the chamber 
allowed investigations of the crimes which 
have been committed against the commu-
nity of the Rohingya minority. The national-
ity of the perpetrator is not relevant. 

Four parameters should the crime fulfill 
otherwise they are not part of the situation 
which is investigated. 1. It falls under the ju-
risdiction if the ICC, 2. The crime has to be 
committed at least in parts on the territory 
of Bangladesh or another member state 
or in a state which accepts the jurisdiction 
of the ICC, 3. There has to be a connection 
between the act and the situation which is 
investigated by the prosecutor, 4. The crime 
happened after the Rome Statute came 
into force in Bangladesh or in another rele-
vant member state. 

What does the decision of the Pre- 
Trial Chamber mean to the Interna-
tional Criminal Law? 

This decision of the Pre- Trial Chamber 
means that crimes which have been com-
mitted solely on the territory of Myanmar 
can not be investigated. Only crimes which 
either happened completely or in part on 
the territory of Bangladesh or other mem-

ber states. This means deportation as a 
crime which is completed once someone 
reaches another territory of a state can be 
investigated even though the crime started 
in Myanmar which is not part of the Rome 
Statute. This can be seen as one way of by-
passing non-member party status and hold 
in this specific case the military representa-
tives of Myanmar responsible for the crimes 
they have committed against the Rohingya 
community. The ICC has limited jurisdiction 
over cases whereby one of the deeds which 
are listed under each of the core crimes is 
committed, which either happened in a 
member state of the Rome Statute or are 
committed by a citizen of a member state. 
On top of this, the ICC can only investigate 
cases that are committed after the Rome 

Statute came into force. The prosecutor can 
also start investigating when the UN Secu-
rity Council refers a situation in a country 
to the ICC or when the non-member state 
formally affirms the jurisdiction of the ICC 
and the crime was committed on its terri-
tory or by a citizen of it. The jurisdiction of 
the ICC can be seen as an additional tool. As 
stated in the preamble of the Rome Statute 
the ICC would only start to work on a situ-
ation or case if the state who should judge 
the person who committed one of the core 
crimes is either unable or unwilling to pros-
ecute. This shows that the so-called inter-
national court has far more limitations than 
seen at the first sight and can therefore not 
bring justice to every victim whose case 
falls under the deeds which the court is in 
charge for. 

The decision of the judges at one of the 
appeals chambers at the ICC regarding the 
situation in Myanmar is seen as a potential 
guideline for further incidents around the 
world.

Internationally the decision is seen as a 
new way of widening the jurisdiction of 
the ICC and bringing more clarity about 
the question of when is the ICC allowed to 
follow cases. It shows a way of prosecuting 
non-member states representatives when 
they commit crimes that happened partly 
in a member state or are completed while 
the victim lands in a member state. 

Some criticize that this ruling doesn’t solve 
the further issues which will occur when 
the investigation proceeds and cases and 
arrests warrants will be set up. Only mem-
ber states have the responsibility to coop-
erate with the ICC and as Myanmar is not a 
member state it is highly unlikely that the 
government will arrest the persons who 
face arrest warrants by the ICC and will 
transfer them to The Hague. 

Another issue is that the situation and the 
ruling of the Pre-Trial Chamber is unable to 
cover the other core crimes, especially the 
genocide against the Rohingyas in Myan-
mar as those acts happened in a non-mem-
ber state.

All in all the situation of Myanmar/Bang-
ladesh at the ICC gives high hopes that 
other situations whereby a member- and a 
non-member state are involved can be in-
vestigated and the end of impunity for per-
petrators shrinks even more. Time will tell 
if the ruling, the parameters, and it’s com-
plexity can be used for other cases.

All in all the situation of 
Myanmar/Bangladesh at the 

ICC gives high hopes that other 
situations whereby a member- 

and a non-member state are 
involved can be investigated 
and the end of impunity for 

perpetrators shrinks even more. 
Time will tell if the ruling, the 

parameters, and it’s complexity 
can be used for other cases.

Myanmar
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Passionate slogans echoed through the 
midnight streets of Dhaka in the voices of 
hundreds of women, on their “march to 
break the shackles”. It was a striking show 
of unity and protest against the sudden 
spike in rapes and the government’s fail-
ure to provide security for women.

On 14th October 2020, protestors gath-
ered together under the banner ‘Shekol 
Bhangar Padojatra’ (march to break the 
shackles) with torches, anti-rape banners, 
festoons, and placards. The march started 
at 11:59pm where women from all walks of 
life took part. Together, protesters shouted 
slogans like “I am a woman, I am innocent”, 
“the real culprit is the rapist” and “rapists 
roam free while my sister is in the grave”. 
The protest went on till dawn.

This was one of the many protests happen-
ing as a part of the anti-rape movement 
in Bangladesh. Anti-rape demonstrations 
erupted across Bangladesh after a series 
of brutal cases of sexual violence against 
women was brought to light where the 
victims never got justice even though 
there was more than sufficient evidence. 

by Jukta Monon

At least 975 individuals were raped in the 
last nine months, among whom 208 were 
victims of gang-rape, according to the civ-
il rights organization Ain O Salish Kendra 
(ASK). It means that on average around 
23 women have been gang-raped every 
month over the last nine months in Bang-
ladesh. ASK compiled the data by review-
ing news reports carried by various media 
outlets. According to the ASK report, 6 in-
dividuals between the ages of 7 and 12, 52 
between 13 and 18, 22 between 19 and 24, 
7 between 25 and 30, and 7 over the age 
of 30 were gang-raped during this period. 
The ages of the remaining 114 victims were 

freedom rather than blaming the rapist. 
These societal beliefs make it impossible 
for a woman to speak out against sexual 
harassment and abuse she has endured.

Even in one of the most brutal cases which 
sparked the nation-wide uproar, the abus-
ers roamed around free and the victim had 
to leave her village fearing for her life. The 
village was aware of brutality, there was 
even video footage of it. But as the abus-
ers had political power, their crimes went 
unpunished until the video went viral. The 
victim got justice after months of torture 
after she was violated and the video of her 
abuse was public without her ever want-

not mentioned in the report. ASK could 
only gather this information from victims 
who’ve come forward, but most victims in 
Bangladesh never speak out because of the 
social stigmas.

‘Shekol Bhangar Padojatra’ (march to break 
the shackles) was a direct protest against 
the various rape-apologist social beliefs 
prevalent in Bangladeshi society, one of 
which is that women shouldn’t step out af-
ter dark if they want to remain safe, which 
consequently puts shackles on a woman’s 

ing the video to get out.

Similar cases of victim-blaming are a 
common issue in Bangladesh. We have 
had sexual harassment and rape normal-
ized to a point where such incidents no 
longer shock us. Only a few cases where 
the brutality is jaw-dropping get our at-
tention. Even then educated people of 
Bangladesh push on how clothes and the 
lack of religious practice are the reasons 
for this surge of rape. Sexual violence 
against women is being used to suppress 
women’s rights to choose their lifestyle 
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Anti-rape protests in Bangladesh: 
Is the Rape Culture finally coming to an end?
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and their right to freedom. Most people of 
Bangladesh have the belief if women lead 
their lives according to Islamic beliefs, they 
wouldn’t be raped. This narrative tries to 
turn the rapist into a victim of human urges 
and perpetuates the belief where women 
are responsible for their own abuse. Bang-
ladeshi societies also have a distorted no-
tion about consent. Marital rape is not con-
sidered a part of sexual violence. It is not 
an offense under the Penal Law of Bang-
ladesh either. There is even a law stating 
that “when a man is prosecuted for rape or 
an attempt to ravish, it may be shown that 
the prosecutrix was of generally immoral 
character - Section 155 (4) of the Evidence 
Act, 1872” therefore raising the question 
of and blaming the victim’s character as a 
justification of rape. Rape culture is a very 
alive notion in Bangladeshi society and as 
a result, women are not protected even 
under the law.

Bangladeshi society still has a lot of 
deep-rooted cultural beliefs that normal-
ize sexual abuse and inequality. Bangla-
deshi families are also mostly built on ex-
tremely strict patriarchal structures. These 
uncompromising structures force men 
into being the sole bread-winner and de-
cision-maker of the family while forcing 
women to fit into the submissive obedient 
role. These structures are only loosening 
in recent years because women are also 
joining the workplace and earning for the 
family. Even though things are changing, 
Bangladeshi society has taken this patri-
archal view to its core and still believes a 
woman’s reason for existence is to serve 

men. I believe this view of seeing women 
as lesser than men is the reason for such 
strong social stigmas. I also believe the lack 
of proper education is also one of the main 
issues sustaining these social stigmas. Even 
though the literacy rate of Bangladesh is 
73.91%, our education does not cover im-
portant topics like sex education. It’s still 
considered to be against religion and a 
taboo to teach students anything even re-
lated to sexuality. To get free of these social 
stigmas it is immensely necessary for our 
society to realize that men and women can 
support each other without one dominat-
ing the other. Awareness and education 
are some of the utmost important ways to 
rid society of these stigmas and anti-rape 
protests are an exceptionally effective way 
to point out and bring light to these issues.

The anti-rape protests in Bangladesh are 
demanding for the reformation of the 
current laws on sexual violence. ‘Shekol 
Bhangar Padojatra’ (march to break the 
shackles) expressed their 14-point de-
mands that entail ensuring exemplary 
punishment to offenders in all pending 
rape and sexual violence cases as soon 
as possible, getting Section 155(4) of the 
Evidence Act 1872 repealed, the DNA act 
2014, the Act to make provisions for de-
termination of the process and methods 
of DNA sample collection and its analysis, 
control of using DNA sample and profile, 
the establishment of forensic DNA labora-
tories and a national DNA database and for 
the matters ancillary thereto, to be made 
effective and many other. These 14-point 
demands the safety of women, children, 
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and victims of sexual abuse; ending vic-
tim-blaming; taking steps against abusers 
and rape apologists; bringing necessary 
reforms in the education system from the 
primary level by introducing sex educa-
tion; and a hotline for rural women to help 
stop sexual violence. They also sought the 
repealing of all laws and traditions that are 
discriminatory towards women; forming 
women repression prevention cells at edu-
cational institutions and government and 
non-government organizations and mak-
ing them functional; an end to offensive 
remarks against women online or offline 
in the pretext of religious statements; and 
finishing child rape case trials within 90 
days through speedy tribunals.

The government by far has only passed 
a law allowing the death penalty as the 
highest punishment for rape instead of life 
term imprisonment. It is speculated that 
the government has changed this law to 
pacify the population, but it will render it 
useless to reduce sexual violence because 
the severity of punishment will not make 
a difference if it is not assured that every 
case will be tried with proper importance.

As this article is being written, there are 
several protests across the country against 
the rise of sexual violence. Protests have 
opened up a conversation about wom-
en’s rights and forced us to take a look at 
our current society and the prevalent rape 
culture that resides within. These protests 
bring hope that we can bring change, 
but will it be enough to eradicate the vic-
tim-blaming narrative and ensure justice?
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JENS HENNING FISCHER
Zoom talk

head of the legal training
with

There are many good moments, but a special one was when we had both participants from 
Lebanon and Israel on MICC in Poland. They are still officially in a state of war. In Lebanon it is 
illegal to have contact from people from Israel. The hesitation to get in contact with the oth-
er side was massive. It first came from Lebanese students. There is a fear of Isreal in Lebanon 

and they were quite literary afraid of talking to them... so we tried to get somehow talk to the 
others - we have been talking to the Lebanese a lot at which point Israeli students got angry. 

There was a wall of ice in between them. And then on the last evening one of the Lebanese 
students came to me basically “reporting” that she had just had the first conversation with 
an Israeli in her life… And that was probably the best moment ever. Overcoming such deep 

hatred, getting over such a massive problem is incredible. 
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Hello Jens.  Tell us more about yourself 
and your journey with the MICC.

It is a long journey. I have been with a pro-
ject almost from the start. I studied law, 
but I never practiced as a lawyer, but still 
have an interest in the discussions around 
it, specifically when they have a political 
component. Discussions around the ICC 
have both a legal and a political part. 
They are really about how is the world 
community developing. What we did first 
was a traditional mood court, which is a 
useful tool if you really want to become 
top-notch lawyer, but if you want to get 
into the conversation about internation-
al criminal law, if you want to talk about 
things like genocide, or mass atrocities, 
and you want the people to open up, then 
we realize very soon that a mood court is 
not a good principle. It leads to people 
closing up and competing to one anoth-
er. It is important too, but we wanted to 
do something else. Instead of learning 
just how to argue and getting scores for 
the arguments, we wanted the students 
also to learn how to establish the value of 
an argument. In most mood courts, the 
judges will be professors or lawyers - but 
here they are the students themselves. So 
far this had created great quality.

As we see in your biography your stud-
ies are related to political science and 
law. Why did you choose this path for 
your career and not something else?

As I said before, I think this is a great way 
of combining this interest. I am interested 
in law because I think it is a great tool for 
thinking, but in many ways, I was not very 
interested in subjects that lawyers have 
to deal with. I was more interested in in-
ternational law and international politics. 
Roman Statute and the international ICC 
are at the pinnacle of this discussion. ICC 
touches on so many things (history, atroc-
ities, on remembrance, etc.) So everybody 
has connections with it. The more I do 
this, the more I realize that pretty much 
every country in the World has a terrible 
crime or a number of terrible crimes from 
the past that are difficult to talk about. It 
is not something you talk about at a lunch 
table on Sundays.   

What are you hoping for your students 
to take away from this program?

I think the most important thing is a bet-
ter understanding of themselves. I think 
it is very easy to move into this field with 
a lot of enthusiasm; this idea that there is 
a mechanism that will enable us to deal 
with this, we can do something... And it 
turns out that this idea of transitional 
justice - of getting people from a state 
of conflict to a state of peace - is much, 
much harder than just having a court 
where people get together and talk 
about something… I think this is a cru-
cial part of this whole thing, but it is not a 
solution in itself. We need determination, 
we need mechanisms, It is not just about 
the courtroom where we can say you are 
right and you are wrong, but we have to 
work on these questions…  Internation-
al criminal law is a complex field and not 
just a legal question and as long as law-
yers remember that I am happy. 

 What were the challenges or difficul-
ties of this specific MICC online edition? 

There is a difference if people really get 
together in real life and meet. It cre-
ates tensions, if you say something silly 
and somebody else reacts strongly to it. 
Sometimes it is a good thing, sometimes 
it is a bad thing. It does not happen online. 
Yesterday, we did this feedback session. 
We asked all the teams what they taught 
about the trial. We always do that on sight 
and you always get the people saying it 
was great, it was fun, but you also get crit-
icism. There is always something that peo-
ple feel should be talked about. When we 
did this online everybody was very hap-
py. Hearing that makes me happy. How-
ever, I just think, if you are online, there 
is a different way of talking about things 
and approaching each other… From the 
trainer’s perspective, to be honest, I don’t 
have any actual idea of how the team I 
am working with, the judges, are doing. 
They need to speak a verdict in 3 hours. 
If you do this on site, then you can be in 
room together and you see how a team 
is working… You look at them and you 
know if they are having troubles or if they 
are doing fine. Here, it is impossible to 
figure that out. I can only do that if I step 
into their conversation. When I enter the 
room and they know that I am listening, 
the conversation changes immediately, 

all of a sudden everyone is talking differ-
ently... That is a really weird challenge that 
I have no way of dealing with. Credit goes 
to Kerim Somun, our project coordinator, 
he has set up the entire thing and made 
sure that we can meet in these rooms. I 
must say that the fact that we are talking 
simultaneously on 4 different continents, 
with people from all over the world is a 
fantastic experience. It is so great that I 
am more willing to carry negatives. 

What have been the greatest MICC mo-
ments for you?

There are many good moments, but a 
special one was when we had both partic-
ipants from Lebanon and Israel on MICC 
in Poland. They are still officially in a state 
of war. In Lebanon it is illegal to have con-
tact from people from Israel. The hesita-
tion to get in contact with the other side 
was massive. It first came from Lebanese 
students. There is a fear of Isreal in Leb-
anon and they were quite literary afraid 
of talking to them.. so we tried to get 
them somehow to talk to each other, we 
have been talking to the Lebanese a lot 
at which point Israeli students got angry. 
There was a wall of ice in between them. 
And then on the last evening one of the 
Lebanese students came to me basically 
“reporting” that she had just had the first 
conversation with an Israeli in her life… 
And that was probably the best moment 
ever. Overcoming such deep hatred, get-
ting over such a massive problem is in-
credible. 

How do you see this program in the fu-
ture, when the pandemic will be over?

I hope it continues to grow. We’ve grown 
ever since we started with it. In the begin-
ning we had only Germany and Poland 
and then we added some other Eu coun-
tries. And now look at us - this combines 
4 continents. I have personally done train-
ings in South America, e.g., in Argentina 
which has its own history of crime against 
humanity. They use a program to address 
some of those grievances. I think it is a 
tool that can be applied universally.  

How would you describe 2020 in one 
sentence?

Horrible, horrible, horrible year. Except 
MICC Online 2020.

By Mugabo Cedric & Theodora Kreka 
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so that to carry out their work without hin-
drance.

By many journalisms is being considered 
as the fourth authority. In my opinion, this 
can be justified by its power and influence 
in society. As I already mentioned the rapid 
development of technology and the way 
that the news is getting spread makes the 
position of journalists really important. In 
trials, this can be on the one hand effective 
but on the other hand, it might be an ob-
stacle for the prosecutor’s job. Journalists 
are not just speaking the truth. They are 
gathering valuable information to justify 
what has happened. We have come across 
lots of times with cases that journalists 
have managed to find clues that even po-
lice could not reach. Consider now bring-
ing to light evidence for some very im-
portant trials, for example, public persons. 
How can this affect the public viewpoint? 
Of course, it can affect it a lot and can af-
fect the result of a trial. Οn the contrary if 
only one side is represented by them as 
the “innocent or guilty” side it can also af-
fect a trial. Putting nuggets and form the 
public point it is something that we should 
take into consideration. It is different when 
you have a careless crowd and different 
when you have an angry crowd seeking 
for justice.

Τo clarifie the above information I will use 
two examples. The first one from history 
and the second one from this year we are 
going through. Maybe you have heard 
about the man with the red carnation. In 
the 50s in Greece the communist party 
was illegal. Nikos Mpelogiannis is the man 
known for his red carnation. He was arrest-
ed with the other five people on the charge 
of espionage because they were members 
of the communist party which was then 
illegal according to law 375/1936. A big 
mobilization was made by the internation-
al community to set them free, journalists 
were doing investigations and they even 
found evidence that acquitted them. It is 
estimated that approximately 250.000 tel-
egrams were sent to the government then 
and even Picasso was inspired by the trial 
so he painted Mpelogianni holding the red 

carnation. Unfortunately, not only journal-
ists but even the whole international com-
munity could not change the decision of 
execution.

On the contrary, I will present to you anoth-
er trial in which journalists did affect the fi-
nal decision by mobilizing the crowd. The 
past ten days a historical trial finally came 
to its end, a trial known as “the Greek trial 
in Nuremberg”. Τhe members of the nazi 
organization (known as Golden Dawn) 
were accused of being a criminal organi-
zation that carried out planned murders 
and attacks against people with leftist 
ideologies and immigrants. The glass over-
flowed with the murder of the anti-fascist 
Paul Fussa, whose murder some journalists 
tried to present as a murder that resulted 
from a dispute in football. Luckily, this was 
later refuted by other “non-directed” jour-
nalists that brought to light useful infor-
mation that some people wanted them to 
be buried. Hence, on the day of the trial, 
there were hundreds of people out of the 
court yelling slogans- among them Paul’s 
mother- and seeking for justice, that is the 
court to declare the nazi party a criminal 
organization and impose the appropriate 
penalties. Fortunately in this trial journal-
ists played an effective role for the society 
–at least the biggest percentage of them- 
and managed to make a united crowd of 
people that were outside in the road de-
spite the police arrests for all these people 
that were murdered and attacked by the 
neo-Nazis as we are talking about a trial 
that it took almost five years to be com-
pleted.

Ιt is universally acknowledged that we 
are going through the information age or 
much more correctly for me the misinfor-
mation age. Journalists have to choose be-
tween two paths: the path of virtue or the 
path of evil as Hercules had to do according 
to Greek mythology. Unfortunately, com-
panies treat journalists as a consumable 
part-time item and take advantage of the 
unemployment of young people who want 
to work in the journalistic profession. Τhe 
point is how can this vicious circle be tack-
led by the state.

Nowadays, journalism is becoming an 
important profession mostly because of 
the febrile development of social media. 
Unlike in the past, journalists today have 
many more ways to affect society more ef-
fectively. One of the most common phras-
es we usually hear is about the “journalistic 
ethic”. In simple words, ethics in journalism 
is a set of rules that regulate the way that 
journalists should behave and acts that 
are allowed whilst they are exercising their 
professional duty.

But let’s analyze first what are the duties of 
a journalist! To begin with, as we all know 
the main aim of a journalist is to speak the 
truth to the public. Well, basically to put it 
simply this is the purpose of journalism. Al-
though this includes many other aspects. 
For example research. Gather the right 
information and put aside personal view-
points which is not a simple case. In our 
days that propaganda and misinformation 
have taken the place of proper informa-
tion in most articles are involved the com-
ments in combination with the news, that 
is, the fact with its subjective evaluation. 
Which is totally wrong and which can lead 
the crowd to other conclusions.

Αn other crucial matter is distinctions that 
are made mostly in television but in news-
papers and on the internet too. A proper 
journalist should not make distinctions 
based on nationality, race, religion, polit-
ical views etc. Let me give you a specific 
example: in the 90s we had many steams 
of immigrants especially Albanians here in 
Greece. What I observe even today when i 
read the news about serious crimes is that 
the origin of the Albanian will be men-
tioned with a negative connotation. For 
example, we will see “ an Albanian stole 
that shop” and not “a man was caught 
stealing that shop”. On the other hand, in-
dependence is something that every jour-
nalist need to do his job right. Ιn modern 
times most of the journalists are acting as 
a subordinate of economic interests and 
political expediencies which is quite rea-
sonable because most countries does not 
ensure the working relations of journalists 

Leading or Misleading?
By Theodora Kreka
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“We had high expectations”: International criminal lawyer  

There remains to be a lack of consen-
sus among judges at the International 
Criminal Court on the meaning of justice. 
Problematic issues in jurisprudence and 
diversity of legal opinions in interpreting 
ICC rules can be a stumbling block to the 
development of international criminal law. 
This is what many practitioners at the ICC 
concluded to be among the major chal-
lenges in the field.

“There is no agreement on what it means 
to achieve justice,” says Eleonor Fernandez, 
who worked for nearly 15 years as an inter-
national criminal lawyer. “It’s a subjective 
question. A victim may perceive a measure 
of justice differently from someone even 
from the same community.”

Judges, who range from civil and com-
mon law systems also vary in expertise 
and methodologies in international law 
and criminal law distinctively, she added. 
“There is not one decision at the ICC that 
gives certainty to victims so that they 
know what they need in order to partici-
pate. There is no uniform formalized way 
to present evidence. They also won’t know 
the outcome on reparations.”

This causes a diversity of jurisprudence in 
nearly every case, she further explained. 
There is no consensus on what constitutes 
crimes against humanity, for example.

More categories of crimes are being add-
ed progressively, with new kinds such as 
crimes of starvation.

In addition to working at the ICC, Ms. 
Fernandez was a practitioner in different 
courts including helping victims of the 
Khmer Rouge Regime in criminal trials at 
the Extraordinary Chambers in the Courts 
of Cambodia, the Inter-American Court of 
Human Rights, and has worked at the High 
Commissioner for Human Rights in Gene-
va. 

However, after extensive experience work-
ing on international cases, she believes 
evidence collection poses the biggest 
challenge in preparing cases, often lead-
ing to acquittal or prolonged delays of 
litigations. Three recent acquittals of court 
cases at the ICC have been due to insuffi-
cient evidence.

“The complexity of crimes demands not 
only a high level of expertise but also 
knowledge of the context”, she said. “Doc-
umentary evidence to back up witnesses’ 
statements make it easier for prosecutors 
to make a case.”

Witness protection programs are helpful 
but still not enough, she believes. Finding 
witnesses can be difficult for prosecutors 
especially in communities where intimida-
tion can threaten the security of individu-

als.

There is further a lack of both resources 
and political will to finance the ICC, ac-
cording to international criminal lawyers 
and judges.

US hostility towards the ICC is another 
drawback to the international community. 
Global powers such as the United States, 
Russia and China are not parties to the 
Rome Statute, tipping the balance to a 
heavier attention towards punishing Afri-
can warlords[1].

When the ICC was first established in 2002, 
Fernandez says there were “high expec-
tations of peace, security, and the end of 
war. I was naive as a young law student, I 
admit. After 20 years, some issues have not 
changed much.”

There should be more willingness to make 
international criminal law advance, she urg-
es.

However, such challenges do not discour-
age current students aspiring to pursue 
legal careers in the future. “Knowing the 
challenges is useful to be able to over-
come in the future and learn how to cope 
with them,” commented Erik Kucherenko 
who is studying International Law at Taras 
Shevchenko National University of Kyiv. “I 
think international law can be rewarding 
for the end results of your work.”

By Layan Damanhouri
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Although improvements might take a 
long time, working at the ICC would be a 
satisfying career path, according to Greta 
Robischon, a law student specializing in 
national and international criminal law at 
Philipps-University of Marburg, Germany. 
“Even if the ICC eventually prosecutes a 
criminal actor, getting there takes years. 
My expectations for international criminal 
law might not be fulfilled in my lifetime, 
but maybe I can take a part in furthering 
the goal of having a universal criminal 
law. And I think it would be enough to be 
able to be part of it process.”

Commenting on the nature of internation-
al criminal law, she said, “Unlike domestic 
criminal law where people act alone or in 
small groups, criminal conduct in interna-
tional criminal law is more complex be-
cause there are armies or large groups. I’m 
interested in learning about the psycholo-
gy component and how people are capa-
ble of committing atrocities in their name.”  
 
She added, “I’m also keen on learning why 
these conflicts break out and how people 
in the international community from differ-
ent cultural backgrounds work together at 
the ICC to combat this.”

International criminal law has evolved re-
cently to include responses to addressing 
gaps in the legal system. For instance, new 
independent bodies have been set up by 
the UN called the International, Impar-
tial and Independent Mechanism in 2016 
in conflict zones locations, including in 
non-signatory countries such as Syria, to 
assist in investigation and gathering of ev-
idence[2].

As international criminal lawyers continue 
to face difficulties, new modes of crimes 
and actors are similarly advancing in the 
world.

[1] ALEXANDRA ZAVIS AND ROBYN DIXON, 
“Q&A: Only Africans Have Been Tried at the 
Court for the Worst Crimes on Earth,” Los 
Angeles Times, October 23, 2016, https://
www.latimes.com/world/africa/la-fg-icc-af-
rica-snap-story.html.

[2] Boghani, Priyanka “How Syrian War 

Franziska Heike

MICC: Same Thing New Setting

Since 2005 when the Model International 
Criminal Court university, which is a sim-
ulation of trials before the ICC, 14 MICCs 
were conducted in Krzyżowa, so that the 
participating university students gain 
knowledge about the core principles of 
the ICC. This year, as the Covid-19 pan-
demic is going on and limits the life of 
the people all over the world the Krzyżo-
wa Initiative set up the entire MICC pro-
ject online.

General overview

198 hours of individual participants prepa-
ration are invested 55 hours of MICC Team 
preparations and 33 hours of the official 
program are invested. Altogether there 
are 1254 hours of the official program 
when you multiply 33 hours of the official 
program with the 38 persons who partic-
ipated either as participants or as a team 
member at the MICC official program.

The persons who have attended the pro-
ject and the staff members all together 
come from 12 different countries such as 
Bosnia and Herzegovina, Serbia, Croatia, 
Ukraine, United States of America, Moroc-
co, Israel, Germany, Greece, Poland, Rwan-
da and Bangladesh. Four-time zones are 
had to be put into account while setting 
up the official program.

The schedules of the days

The program included training sessions 
whereby each team was able to meet and 
work on this newspaper, essays, interviews, 
statements, pleadings, and decisions about 
the trials, many things had to bed discussed 
and considered. There have been lectures 
ranging from the International Criminal 
Justice in general, so that the participants 
who don’t study law get insight and better 
understanding of the right frame in which 
the ICC operates. Thereby it was very inter-
esting to learn about the fact that, there 
always have been attempts to have inter-
national jurisdiction. These attempts are 
dating back several centuries including 
the Hague Land War rules. Jens also point-
ed out challenges which the ICC is facing 
currently like the sanctions that the US set 
up against the prosecutor of the ICC Fatou 
Bensouda and U.S. citizens who support 
the ICC in a material way. Another lecture 
and discussion focused on another impor-
tant aspect of the International Criminal 
Justice, the participation of victims and 
the importance of NGOs and the need for 
a standardized way of collecting evidence 
by the UN-Fact-Finding Missions as well as 
the NGOs in order to use them in front of 
the trials. In the last session we were dis-
cussing different job options concerning 
the International Criminal Justice which 
showed how many different ways there can 
be which lead you into the working world 
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of International criminal Justice.

On the last day, the press team showed its 
work which consists of a newspaper and 
a video which contained interviews with 
some staff members as well as with par-
ticipants, the questions and topics ranged 
from the challenges which were faced by 
the participants and the staff during the 
sessions, how the program works out in 
general, what their greatest moment of the 
online MICC program has been, their inten-
tion to be part of the MICC to describing 
the year 2020 in one word.

Intentions of people to participate 
at the MICC

I wanted to participate at the MICC project 
as I have been writing my bachelor thesis 
about the ICC and the dehumanization of 
victims and got interested in International 
Criminal Law and Justice which resulted in 
taking a lot of courses which have been re-
lated to those topics and I am doing trial 
monitoring at the higher regional court at 
Frankfurt in Germany. Therefore, I found the 
topic of the MICC very interesting. Evange-
line also stated that she wanted to be part 
of the MICC as the topic was very interest-
ing for her and she found it really nice to try 
law proceedings out, as she will soon start 
studying law.

Vera told me that she finds International 
Criminal Law very interesting and wanted 
to improve her English as her law classes at 
her University in Marburg, Germany are all 
held in German and therefore wanted to be 
part of the MICC.  

Kristin intention to be part of the MICC was 
also her great interest into human rights 
and International Criminal Justice and her 
internship at an NGO which worked on hu-
man rights abuses and so on and she can 
therefore relate a lot to the topics, especial-
ly to the lecture of Eleonor Fernandez. Also 
Kerim had some personal reasons why he 
likes to work at the MICC project university 
as he was born in Bosnia and Herzegovina 
one of the countries which emerged out 
of the Yugoslavian State and therefore can 
relate to a lot of the topics which are dis-
cussed in this project.

Positive aspects of the special MICC pro-
gram and challenges that were faced by 
the participants and staff during the pro-
gram

First of all, there has to be stressed out that 
the fact that this quite complex program 

which would normally be in wonderful 
at the estate at Krzyżowa was set up and 
converted it into a layout which is actual-
ly practicable online and not missing the 
important parts of the program like giv-
ing everyone the potential to participate 
and listen to the trials, exchange ideas in 
the groups, meet people and start making 
friends.

A booklet has been set up within a few days, 
where each participant and the staff mem-
bers wrote down a few sentences about 
themselves in order to give each participant 
of the MICC program to get an overview 
who the others are, what they are studying 
and have an image of them. This helped me 
a lot to get people into interaction other 
participants, as it was an ice-breaker and 
made the first step while approaching oth-
er members for interviews and some chats 
between the sessions easier.

One of the main challenges was, even 
though there have been introduction 
rounds and the booklet, to get into inter-
action and small talks among the partici-
pants as well as between the participants 
and the staff members. While meeting at 
Krzyżowa we would have been spending 
more time also in between of the session 
and small talks and chats and thought ex-
change and discussion on topics would 
be occurring more easily. There is also the 
impression that the member teams (judg-
es, press, prosecution) didn’t get so much 
the chance to get to know the other team 
participants as there was not so many in-
teractions between the teams apart of the 
trials and the interviews which have been 
done by the press team which some of the 
members of the other teams. In between 
the teams there have been some connec-
tions made and some vital discussions. Zo-
fia, Evangelina and Vera the judges of case 3 
told me that they were happy to have met 
each other, that they are coming along very 
well and that they have liked to work with 
each other.

For me one great challenge was the rare 
breaks we had especially during the first 
day, where I realized at one point I was 
just staring at the screen, unable to any-
more facts in my head. Other than that, 
I am amazed by the organization and the 
fast reaction and assistance by every staff 
member. Especially when one of the judges 
got kicked out during one of the sessions 
while talking and presenting the verdict, 
she got back within a second, thanks to 

Kerim. Some kinds of other formats, such 
as Menti-meter were used to be in interac-
tions with us participants have been nice 
for me as there was something to think and 
reflect about and get a feeling for what the 
others have been thinking.

During the discussions with my team, I 
encountered how difficult it is to actually 
discuss things or talk about tasks online, 
because due to slower connections etc. the 
people interrupt each other far more than 
it would happen in real life as there is noth-
ing like mimic and gesture when there is 
no video and also less holding hands up or 
something to indicate that someone wants 
to share something.

For me, it has been so remarkable how 
much can be set up within a few days. The 
judges have produced and made a deci-
sion in just one day, the defense and prose-
cution wrote and delivered their pleadings 
in a few days as well which shows how 
productive and fruitful the meetings were. 
Personally, I have written essays, conducted 
interviews, and read what the other mem-
bers of the press team have been working 
on. The others have done not only essays 
but also small interviews and transcripts 
of them and whenever some was in need 
of support while conducting an interview, 
some comments on the articles and essays 
we have written or approaching people 
we could count on each other. All of us es-
pecially thanks Vanja, who put everything 
together in a great newspaper and I was 
so amazed how my other article came out 
once the layout was changed and photo-
graphs have been added to it. I just want 
to take the opportunity to thank each and 
every member of the press team for the 
nice co-working and exchanges we had. It 
has been a pleasure.
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KERIM SOMUN
Zoom talk

the project coordinator
with

I was born in the former Yugoslavia in the year of 1992 which at that point was affected by 
the war. I moved with my family to Germany where I grew up because of the ongoing con-
flicts in Bosnia and Herzegovina from 1992 to 1995. When I was in high school I started to 

attend different seminars and that was the first time I encountered different kinds of topics 
in which nowadays I am actively involved. For the MICC I heard in 2013 when I was working 
on my research through a fellowship program in Berlin. From 2013 to 2017 I was involved in 
an MICC WEB Project. 2017 I moved to Berlin wher I took over the MICC project as a coordi-
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Tell us more about yourself and your 
journey at the MICC

I was born in the former Yugoslavia in the 
year of 1992 which at that point was af-
fected by the war. I moved with my family 
to Germany where I grew up because of 
the ongoing conflicts in Bosnia and Her-
zegovina from 1992 to 1995. When I was 
in high school I started to attend differ-
ent seminars and that was the first time 
I encountered different kinds of topics in 
which nowadays I am actively involved. 
For the MICC I heard in 2013 when I was 
working on my research through a fel-
lowship program in Berlin. From 2013 to 
2017 I was involved in an MICC WEB Pro-
ject. 2017 I moved to Berlin wher I took 
over the MICC project as a coordinator.

Speaking of effectiveness and produc-
tivity… Do you think that having this 
project online will lead to a lesser ef-
fect on participants?

I always say that this online format is not 
as “touchy” like the one we are doing on-
site in Krzyzowa. You can not have the 
same kind of feeling. On-site, you can no-
tice reactions, emotions, body gesticula-
tion and that can already tell you a lot… 
However, I would say that there are two 
sides to the story. Online there are also 
personal exchanges, but not as life flow 
like on-site. Ther are no small-talks dur-
ing the breakfast, lunch or dinner, or go-
ing to coffee, making a bonfire, or going 
to the local supermarket in Krzyzowa. 
For me, that is something that is missing. 
But when it comes to the content, we are 
covering the same things as in Poland 
on spot. This online format also opens 
a possibility for everyone to take part. 
I would say that it is definitely more in-
clusive, open to participants who maybe 
cannot cover the costs of the journey. 

What has been the greatest MICC mo-
ment for you?

I have so many lovely stories. I never 
thought in my life that MICC could at-
tract me so much. One of the greatest 
moments in MICC was to see partici-
pants growing in their private and per-

sonal life. When they tell you that MICC 
project influenced their life. That gives 
me the motivation to continue and in-
vest my energy in the project. Last Jan-
uary we had a training for trainers in Sa-
rajevo. I was drinking coffee in Sarajevo’s 
old town when someone came to me. I 
realized it is one of the ex-participants 
of MICC School project (WEB) we made 
seven or six years ago. This guy was 16 or 
17 back then… He approached me and 
said, “Do you know that you changed my 
whole life? The MICC change my whole 
life!”. I was thrilled. MICC WEB project 
encouraged him to apply for law school 
and become a lawyer specialized in in-
ternational criminal justice. That was 
a moment when I realize it is not just a 
project about learning something… It 
can have a long term effect, become a 
life-changing experience.

What expectations do you have from 
the training process?

I think that MICC influences everyone in 
a certain way. Whether privatly or pro-
fessionally… I like to say that MICC is not 
just a project where someone is learning 
from someone, for example, in ex-cathe-
dra way… It is like that since the begin-
ning. We gave some guidances, but the 
whole project is being created by partic-
ipants. It is not that the participants are 
learning something just from the train-
ers. They are also learning from each oth-
er, especially during team work or group 
work. And we also learn from them. 

How would you describe 2020?

It was a challenging year.  But on the oth-
er side, it was also a year where I had so 
much time to sort out some private and 
professional issues that were somehow 
stored under the table till now.

The MICC changed my whole life!”., 
said one of the patricipants to me. 
I was thrilled. MICC WEB project 
encouraged him to apply for law 
school and become a lawyer spe-
cialized in international criminal 

This online format also opens 
a possibility for everyone to 
take the part. I would say that 
it is definitely more inclusive, 
open to participants who 
maybe cannot cover the costs 
of the journey. 

What are the specific challenges 
you’ve faced organizing a virtual MICC 
program?

There are always certain technical issues. 
For example, the challenges we are fac-
ing working in different Time zones... All 
of this is the reason why we like to do 
a short reflection and evaluations with 
participants at the beginning or end of 
the day. In that way, we can see if there is 
something we could fix or do better. Of 
course, there are lessons we are taking 
out every day, mostly from the organiza-
tional side, and learning how to improve. 

Interview with Kerim Somun  project coordinator 
By Mugabo Cedric & Daphne Chiedozie
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The first time I heard that days were 
unpredictable, It was from my mum. 
She was describing the death of her 
father and the days that came before 
it, like anything about sorrow or loss 
is related to what you were doing the 
previous morning or how the cloud 
was heavy and wouldn’t let down 
rain all evening. She insists it was no 
coincidence he asked for the catholic 
priest before it rained so heavily the 
tallest tree in our backyard fell to the 
ground. And it makes her cry, that she 
wasn’t observant enough,

My mother says every morning you 
wake up, you never know that this 
day would be the one to change your 
life. That is why we must be grateful 
for every new day.

She describes how Aunty Chikito’s Son 
woke up one morning and couldn’t 
stop screaming when he realized he 
had lost his sight. The night before, 
he was at the British embassy reading 
from his newly launched magazine 
when lightning spread across the sky 
without any signs of rain.

I would start to cherish mornings af-
ter that. Checking for all my senses 
and testing the wholesomeness of 
my body parts with a stretch. God 
forbid that this blue morning is the 
one I would wake up to a lump in my 
breast. And one morning, I woke up 
to a message that the embassy had 
given me the visa.

Everyday of this quarantine, I have 
looked out my window, holding the 
sky in my eyes, carving out memories 
of the wind’s pace or the speed with 
which my neighbor’s child rose to her 
feet

Even if I’m merely searching for 
hope, I like to tell myself that ob-
serving everything around me is like 
‘jotting’. It always counts for some-
thing. I have looked at the clouds to-
day and I wonder what will make me 
remember the grayness of it. Maybe 
this is God’s way of saying we would 
be free again. And after the crisis, I 
want to say that the moon was red 
and those wildflowers washing the 
fence died in a quiet battle with 
thorns. That this was what hap-
pened the evening before the bar-
ricades were brought down and the 
metro station rose to life with the 
awakening speed of strangers.

Even If I can’t control everything 
happening now in my life, I want to 
watch the universe spin under my 
nose and exploit my relationship 
with hope. It is true that we should 
only care for the things under our 
control. Our hopes and passions, 
our lovers and loved ones, they are 
the taste of existence, the reason 
we want space in this unpredictable 
piece of earth. 

In a world where crisis comes with-
out darkening the morning, all we 
really own is our own, everything 
that connects us to this uncontrolla-

Surviving 
the PANDEMIC:
What Would It Cost To Watch The Universe Spin? 
By Daphne Chiedozie Duruoha

ble piece of earth.
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Mugabo Cedric is practicing journalism 
where he is creating content related to youth. 

He is
currently finishing his Law Degree in the 

University of Kigali

Daphne Chiedozie Duruoha is a Nigerian-born writer and model, currently studying 
International Law at the University of Taras Shevchenko in Ukraine-where she presently 
resides. In thelast five years she has worked as a contributor for Notable Outcome News-
paper, SpeakWell School and the English Program Department of Taras Shevchenko to
improve her experience and share her passion as a writer of Literature in English.
She also shortly interned with La Strada Ukraine an NGO that works tirelessly to
help combat abuse and human trafficking in Europe. Daphne is currently a
storyteller and writer for anotherstoryforyou.ca and FirstChoice.com.

Jukta Monon lives in Bangladesh and 
currently she is a first-year student of

International Relations at Jahangirnagar 
University. She loves new experiences and

opening her mind to new perspectives. 
She likes to say that she is passionately

curious.

Franziska Heike is studying peace and con-
flict studies at the Philips-University in Marburg.
She has been studying Social Science as a 
bachelor degree. Franziska got interested
in international criminal law through her 
bachelor thesis which focused on the ICC
and the case in Kenya. Additionally, she is 
also doing a Trial Monitoring Program at
the university and often chooses sem-
inars which are related to nternational

criminal law.

Layan Damanhouri is a graduate student the 
Fletcher School of Law and Diplomacy at Tufts
University where she is pursuing her Mas-
ters in international law and international
affairs. Prior to that, Layan worked as an 
academic at a law school in Jeddah, Saudi
Arabia. She worked as a journalist for a 
leading national newspaper, and as a radio
broadcaster for a local radio station. In ad-
dition, she was trained in TV reporting
and digital media storytelling. Layan has 
a Bachelor’s degree in political science
from Sciences Po in Paris. She is from Sau-
di Arabia and fluent in Arabic, English, and
French.

Theodora Kreka Theodora is study-
ing political science and pub-
lic administration at the National
Kapodistrian University of Athens special-
ized in the field of international relations.
Recently has attended an Erasmus pro-
gram in Romania about gender equality. She
has participated in many simulation pro-
grams of her university such as MUN (Model
United Nations). Her journey in this sci-
ence began when she was 18 years old
through participating in European semi-
nars, and continues with the MICC program
now where she will try herself and her 
skills in an new field, the press team.
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