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FRIEDRICH FLICK

BY EMA SABITOVIĆ

During the Model International
Criminal Court, a war criminal,
Friedrich Flick, found guilty. A
sentence that left many stunned. The
court ruled in the prosecutions
favour, sentencing Flick to an
imprisonment of 18 years. According
to article (1) (c) and article 28 (2) of the
Rome statute, Flick was being
charged with a crime against
humanity and the enslavement he
committed during the second world
war. 
Friedrich Flick , born in 1883, was a
well respected German industrialist,
who by the time of his death
classified as the richest person in
Western Germany, and was one of
the richest people in the world. But
was it all really worth it?



FRIEDRICH FLICK
Flick began his career as a clerk in
the iron industry. A shrewd
businessman, he was on the Board
of Directors of an iron foundry by
1915 at age 32, becoming General
Director four years later. He amassed
a fortune during World War I and
became extremely wealthy under
the Weimar Republic, establishing
major industrial concerns in the coal
and steel industries. During Hitlers
rise of power, Flicks donation to the
Nazi party increased (donated over 7
mill RM by 1945).
During the Nazi regime, Flick's
businesses profited greatly from
Jews who were exploited by being
forced to sell their businesses,
sometimes at a fraction of their
market worth.
Flick formally joined the Nazi party
on 1 May 1937.
Flick was tried for exploiting slave
labour in his mines and plants, but
claimed he was unaware of the
working conditions.
The trial began with a presentation
by the prosecution, and both sides
had well-crafted and clear
arguments. It was undeniable that
the workers were forced to work and
that they were treated beyond all
limits of humanity

the defence team tried to justify the
horrendous working conditions, by
proving that there never were any
evidence stating Flick had been
aware of the ongoing situation, and
that , in the worst case scenario, the
factory running was out of his hands.
But why would an innocent person
be involved in the Nazi party, even
more Hitler’s close friend? Was he in
favour of a better Germany, or just
hungry for money? The defence
point out that he had no choice at
the time. He chose between his life
and the lives of unknown people
who were already in the
concentration camps and their
deaths were inevitable. Could he
have changed something? Would
making a different choice, make the
lives of the enslaved people in
anyway different? The prosecution
demanded a sentence of 30 years
and that all his property derived
from years 1939-1945 be
confiscated.On the other hand the
defence demanded a rejection of
the verdict, and if he was found
guilty, a maximum of 10 years of
imprisonment.



Where is the limit of freedom of
speech? Nowadays many
conflicts take place. Each war has
its own reasons and it is a
challenging task to solve them.
On 6th May Model International
Criminal Court tried to decide
whether Simon Bikindi is guilty or
innocent.
Try to imagine a small country in
the south-west Africa, which
used to be a Belgian colony,
what is more where also two
tribes live: Tutsi- traditional
aristocracy and Hutu- mostly
farmers, that’s Rwanda the place
where Simon Bikindi- a member
of Hutu group was born. Bikindi
was a singer, but also a person
with hatred towards Tutsi.

WHAT SINGER
CAN BE

CHARGED WITH?
 

BY SZYMON BUKOWSKI

 Someone might ask what a
singer can be charged with, but
here the most interesting and
complex part of Bikindi’s history
begins. In 1961 the Tutsi
monarchy ended and Rwanda
became a republic and authority
was taken by civil Hutu. After
that happened power went to
military part of Hutu. On 1st
October 1990, the armed wing
of RPF (Rwanda Patriotic Front)
led by Tutsi invaded northern
Rwanda, Hutu answered with
aggression but fortunately they
signed Arusha Accords in 1993
to create a power-sharing
government. The real conflict
raised after the plane with the
Hutu president inside crushed
due to unknown reasons on
April 6th in 1994.



This time most of the Hutu were
ready to murder every Tutsi they
came across. That was the moment
when Simon Bikindi’s songs were
known by everyone and were played
by RTML radio station. Hutu solidarity
and Hutu’s perspective of history
were promoted in most of his songs,
but two of them “Bene sebahinzi”
(The sons of the father of the
cultivators) and “Naga abahutu” (I
hate these Hutu) probably raised the
level of hatred in Hutu and
encouraged them even more to
exterminate Tutsi.

In the court prosecutor team and
defence team were trying to convince
judges. Prosecutors charged Simon
Bikindi with committing a genocide
according to Roman Statue articles 6
a, b and 25 c also wanted to
sentence him to twenty years of
imprisonment. Defence team was
looking at Bikindi’s case from another
perspective, they found singer not
guilty, but if judges would do so
defence team asked for no more
than two years of imprisonment.Main
argument of prosecution team was
about Bikindi’s position in Hutu
society, he knew he had an
enormous bearing on people from
Rwanda, he and he took advantage of
that and encouraged Hutu to murder
Tutsi, furthermore songs were
especially played during murder, but
try to imagine punishing 

 artist for creating a lyrics which
does not fit everyone? Defence
team did what they could to
counter prosecutors’ arguments.
They said Hutu and Tutsi were
not different ethnic groups, they
were two various social classes,
which are not included in article 6
of he Rome Statue, which means
there was no genocide in Rwanda
in respect of Rome Statue which
is main codex of International
Criminal Court did not take place,
but does it mean every person
can encourage others to hate
group of people?

All in all, judges found Hutu and
Tutsi different ethnic groups,
although they speak one
language and have the same
religion. Furthermore judge team
think it is unacceptable to spread
hate towards other people by
songs. Finally Simon Bikindi was
found not guilty due to he was
not able to stop broadcasting his
songs and encouraged Hutu to
kill Tutsi unintentionally. Verdict
of judges had different
argumentation than I had
supposed. How could judges
think Simon was unable to
contact with radio station? Is it
possible he did not know that his
song escalate conflict?



FORCED TO
KILL?

 
BY TABEA WÜSTER

At the age of 24, Dražen
Erdemović killed around 60
people. The verdict of this case
was announced on 7th May. The
judges concluded, that the act of
systematic murder against
civilians, by Dražen Erdemović
did happen. From 1991 until
1995 there was a conflict in
Yugoslavia, between the six
countries Serbia, Montenegro,
Croatia, Slovenia, Bosnia-
Herzegovina, and Macedonia.
After the death of Josip Broz Tito,
the leader that held the country
together, it suffered from an
economic and ethnic crisis,
which led the country to split.
The republics wanted to be
ethnically and religiously
uniform, but many people
weren’t homogeneous, especially 

in Bosnia and Herzegovina. First
Slovenia and Croatia declared
their independence, then later
Bosnia also wanted to split from
the country, which led to a
bloody war between Bosnian
Serbs, Bosnian Croats, and
Bosniaks (Bosnian Muslims).
Thereby Srebrenica, a mining
town in the East of Bosnia-
Herzegovina, was attacked. Many
civilians had been hiding in this
town, so the massacre, with
more than 8000 victims, was one
of the worst in the Bosnian war.
Dražen Erdemović is a 24-year-
old Bosnian Croat, who first
served in the army of Bosnia-
Herzegovina and then in the
Bosnian Croat Army (HVO). He
morally suffered under the war
and tried to flee. But that failed,
so he had to join the Bosnian 



Serb army, in which he purposely
chose a job with less fighting and an
army that included all nationalities.
Nevertheless, later he was ordered to
shoot civilians from Srebrenica. In
another town he was also ordered to
shoot, which he refused, so later he
got shot, by a former soldier in his
army, but survived that. This led to him
voluntarily helping the court, to
uncover evidence of the Srebrenica
massacre, which helped the
incitements of important war
criminals. Because of his war crimes,
he was accused of having committed
murder as a crime against humanity. 
On 6th May 2022, there was a trial
about the case of Dražen Erdemović.
There was a prosecution, Defense, and
judge team, who debated on his
sentence. The Prosecution started by
explaining their arguments for
accusing him of having committed
murder. He intentionally killed the
people, because he was a trained
soldier, so he knew that pulling the
trigger would have for an effect. They
stated that he killed around seven
people, just to protect his life. But
would he have suffered any
consequences, if he would ha And the
reason for the attack in the cafe, later
after he disobeyed another order,
went related to his commander
because the shooter was no anymore
in his army?
 So they declared him guilty of crimes
against humanity and asked for a
sentence of 10 years.

Then the Defense added their
point of view on his actions. They
stated that he had no knowledge
of his mission when he was
ordered to go to the village.
Moreover, he was threatened
with his life, which the statement
of his commander shows, that he
should stand in the line with the
civilians if he doesn’t kill them.
That would mean that not only
they would be killed but also
Erdemović and possibly his family,
which wouldn’t have helped
anyone. 

The Defense also stated that in
his past, he showed that he is a
good human, by helping others,
for example when he saved a
man from being killed in the HVO.
Before the war, he also voted
against the war. His kindness was
also shown after the massacre
when he went to the court
voluntarily. So the Defense asked
for acquittal or a sentence of no
more than three years.
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Justice. A concept that still nobody
knows what actually means. Even
the greatest minds of the world
are struggling to come up with an
all-including answer. However, in
most occasions the answer is
always "ask the youth about it",
and that's exactly what MICC
does. It asks young people what
they think regarding the worst
crimes of humanity, regarding law
and regarding human rights; all
within the context of the
International Criminal Court.
MICC is a program that has been
running for several years with the
help of many talented and capable
people. It is an interactive
simulation of the International 
     

Criminal Court for high-school
and university students. This year,
the program takes place in a small
town in Poland, named Krzyzowa,
a peaceful village with lots of
greenery and an excessively
interesting story.
This time the programme involves
in individuals from Poland,
Greece, Croatia, Bosnia and
Germany, although many other
countries participate in different
sessions. Students get the
opportunity to be war-crime-
lawsuits (by either defending or
prosecuting perpetrators), or
members of the press team, who
provide coverage of the
programme in the media.

This time the
programme
involves in
individuals from
Poland, Greece,
Croatia, Bosnia
and Germany. 
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INTRODUCING MICC
 

BY NEKTARIA CHYTA
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When students were asked
"what they liked most about the
programme", the majority
answered that they were excited
by the fact that they were given
a chance to come in contact with
an abundance of new and
interesting people from all
around Europe, to exchange
ideas and to broaden their
horizons further. Many of them
reported that they developed a
variety of skills and dived into so
much fascinating stuff. Some-
slightly more hungry ones-
focused on the tasty snacks that
they had during the coffee break
and the coffee itself; very likely
because of them considering
themselves caffeine addicts.
An unforgettable memory for all of
the participants would be the
mutual evening, where each group 

would prepare a presentation
about their country. All of the
participants made their best to
impress the other teams. They
created a rather huge buffet
filled with delicious traditional
food from each and very country
and...soon only empty dishes
remained. Every country shared
some information concerning its
past or present, with many of
them impressing and surprising
everybody with their incredible
vocal and dancing skills.
The programme is, overall,
something that nobody would
want to miss. Knowledge, new
experiences, new friendships
and, let's not forget, judges'
gowns and hammers. What else
do you need?

Knowledge, new
experiences, new
friendships and,
let's not forget,
judges' gowns and
hammers. What
else do you need?
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Hello, I am Fran, and I

come from Croatia.
I'm 17. My high school

is called Ban Jelačić.
One of my greater

enjoyments is
photography, even

though I find myself as
an amateur. Besides

that, I'm a big nerd for
histroy, especially that

related to my
homeland.

 
My name is Ema. I'm

from Bosnia and
Herzegovina. I

recently turned 17. I
spend my free time
reading,writing and
attempting to better

myself and the
community around
me. I loved being
apart of the press
team and hope to

someday become a
journalist.

 
 

My name is Maura
Azabagic. I am 17 years

old and I come from
Bosnia and Herzegovina.

I live in a town called
Tuzla. I have been playing
tennis for 12 years and I

have achieved many
results. My best success
is playing for the national
team. My life goal is to be
a doctor like my dad and

help people. 
 

My name is Nektaria
Chyta, I am sixteen
years old .I am from

Greece and specifically
from a very beautiful
townThessaloniki. In
my free time I read
books and listen to

music.
 
 

Hello,
My name is Szymon

Bukowski, I live in
Poland. I'm a member
of press team in MICC.
I play tennis and I play

piano. Also I am
interested in IT.

 
 
 

Hi my name is Tabea
and I'm 16 years old. I
come from Germany,

specifically the city
Bonn. My hobbies are

E-guitar and doing
sports. Furthermore I

like traveling and
meeting new people.

 
My name is Marios

Papanagiotis and I am
from Greece, my
current hobby is

Water Polo which I
have been doing for

fun for 6 years and for
the past 5 months I

started playing
professionally. I have
a small experience

with video recording
and and editing. 


