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Fair trail for Erdemovic
During the genocide in Srebrenica, a lot of people lost
their closest relatives and
friends. Students here at MICC
School in Krzyzowa were trying to find out if a soldier that
killed 70 people still can be
considered “not guilty”.
The conflict around Srebrenica, a town in Eastern Bosnia, involved different national
groups - Serbs, Croats and
Bosniacs and also involved
a contingent of Dutch United
Nations (UN) peacekeepers.
The area had been declared
to be a UN safehaven, but the
Serb army took this enclave
nonetheless and more than
8,000 Bosnian men and boys
were killed, all of them civilians. According to the International Criminal Tribunal for
the former Yugoslavia (ICTY),
the massacre in Srebrenica
qualifies as a genocide unter
international law. One of the
soldiers that participated in the
killings is the accused Dražen
Erdemović.
Mr. Erdemović admitted that
he had killed around 70 civilians at an execution site near
Branjevo farm on July 16th
1995 when ordered to do so.
The question that the court
had to face was this: Given
that Mr. Erdemovic was threatened with death if he did not
carry out the killings, could he
possibly excused because he
was acting under “duress”?
As the judge Alice Ioana Simioniuc from Romania said:
“The case is very difficult because Mr. Erdemovic was
under severe psychological
stress and he went through a
lot of suffering. But we cannot

overlook the fact that he killed
a lot of people.”
The prosecution and defense
lawyers expressed different
views. The prosecutor Vid Jazbec from Slovenia said: “When
I read the Rome Statute, I was
even more convinced that
the facts are in the favour of
the prosecution. He definitely
Court Rise! Fair trial begins!
commited a crime and I think
that judges will realise that.”
On the other hand, Črt
As the judges walked into the
On the other hand defender Skornšek from Slovenia found room, the audience rose from
Klara Salobir (Slovenia) ar- the trial a bit monotonous. their chairs and then the exgued: “This case has some However, he agreed with most planation began. After a long
tricky issues that will need to observers that the speakers and exhaustive explanation of
be considered specifically.”
were very good.
their thinking, the Judges proBut of course they both needJonas Lugibihl from Germany claimed Dražen Erdemović to
ed to present their arguments and Piotr Wilczynski from Po- be not guilty. They explained
to the judges because the de- land said that speakers made that their decision was excision was up to them. Their a lot of mistakes and they did tremely difficult and that they
time came on 12th May when not like that the lawyers were had to considered a lot. It was
the trial was held.
reading their speeches. The clear that he killed around 70
Before the simulation the ten- also shared the opinion that civilians and this is the fact that
sion in the air was tangible.
the judges had a very tricky cannot be overlooked. But a
The prosecutors present- decision to make.
majority of the panel shared
ed strong and well-argued
Before the verdict was an- the opinion of the defence
speeches. Then of course the nounced, both sides held counsel that the accused had
continuation from page 5
defense team had their time hopes of victory.
to show why Mr. Erdemovič is
3&"%JOUIJTJTTVF
not guilty. They were also very
strong and they talked with
t-JWFTPOTBMFQ
passion which gripped the aut/PCPEZ$BOFTDBQFKVTUJDF OPUFWFO.BSUJOPWJDQ
dience.
t)VNBO3JHIUTJO(FSNBOZJODSFBTJOHMZ
When the judges left the
room, the audience was left
EBOHFSPVT Q
in suspense and the trial had
t3VHHJVTJYZFBSTJOQSJTPOQ
provoked a lot of discussion of
$MPTFSMPPLBU)VNBOSJHIUTJO1PMBOEQ
different views.
For example, Smaranda
t4QPUMJHIUPO5FBDIFSTBU.*$$Q
Georgiana Ciubotara said that
t8IBUIBWF*MFBSOUPO.*$$Q
she liked the trial and felt that
t)VNBO3JHIUT3FQPU3PNBOJBCPUI#BMLBO"OE&VSP
while she felt sympathy for Mr.
Erdemović’s situation, she still QFBOQ
thought he should go in the
t%JEZPVLOPXUIJT Q
prison.She also said that she
t(PPECFUUFS13&445&".Q
liked the prosecution more
because they had better and
t6OWFJMJOHUIFNZTUFSZPSXIBUIBQQFOTJO,SFJTBVBU
stronger arguments.
OJHIUQ
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Lives on sale

Defending Flick - is his human right

Flick is guilty - defence team
fails to convice judges
On On Wednesday 12th May
2010, the judges announced
a verdict - Friedrich Flick
was found guilty of the crime
against humanity of enslavement. Flick, a rich businessman
from Germany who produced
weapons for the German army
in World War 2, will be imprisoned for 10 years without the
possibility of early release and
he has to pay 100 million euros
compensation for the families
that have lost members of their
families in his factories.
“Flick was found guilty because he was aware of the
whole situation and he is responsible for 8,000 human
deaths in his facilities. It was
really hard to stay objective.
Some of the judges wanted a
not guilty verdict for him, and
some not, but finally the prosecutors convinced us that Mr.
Flick is guilty” revealed Judge
Ewa Buczek. According to
her, the main argument which
helped the judges to decide on
Flick’s guilt was the fact that
he was the owner of the facilities, thus it was his duty to
know what was going on there
and he had the possibility to
change the situation and to
prevent the forced labour and
exploitation. The fact that he
didn’t react and attempt to improve the working conditions
makes him responsible for the
lost lives in his factories.
The prosecution team did its

best to prove his guilt. “Even
if we did not have enough
evidence we had a strong argument that he was aware
of the whole phenomenon of
the forced workers. We won
because the defence did not
prove that he did not know
about terrible things taking
place in his companies” said
Matej Pogacar, prosecutor,
again outlining that it would
be impossible to not be aware
of such a widespread occurrence.
The defence team did not
manage to persuade the judges to acquit Flick. Their arguments, that he was not aware
of the situation and helped
workers by getting them out
from the concentration camps,
were not enough to convince
the judges. “I think he should
get a shorter sentence, like 5
years. I don’t think he was completely innocent, but for me the
judgement is too harsh.” said
Blaz Jezernik from the defence
team. Despite the fact that the
defence did not succeed in
proving Flick’s innocence, their
discourse was an impressive
one. “I especially liked how
well prepared the defence was
and how they presented their
arguments. I think that defence
was a lot better prepared than
the prosecution - speaking so
clearly, with confidence in their
voices.” argued one of the
teachers, Mr. Zasadny.

Szymon Mikolajczyk

She is nothing but an ordinary
girl, leading an ordinary life.
Her neighbors tend to believe
that her daily grind consists of
run-of-the-mill activities and
destinations, working, shopping and so on. However, none
of them even suspects that the
girl next door bears in her soul,
mind and body the burden of
an utter nightmare. She is the
victim of human traffickers...
She is staring blankly out the
window and her astounding
blue eyes sparkle with sadness. Her body is so frail and
feeble that even a tiny breeze
would be able to sweep her
off her feet. A year ago, she
left home after a foolish argument with her parents and
soon afterwards she met a
man who offered to provide
her with accommodation. She
was aware of the fact that she
could not go back home, so
she carelessly accepted his
suggestion. Before long, the
truth started to sink in, revealing the man’s real character. “I
had to obey his orders, at any
hour of the day or night. I was
locked in a cramped room, unable to fend for myself.” One
day, the trafficker left his wallet
and keys on the table. He had
become less vigilant, thinking that after eight months of
maltreatment and molestation,
the girl had willingly given in
to prostitution. She found the
strength and courage to take
the keys, run away and never
look back. Even though the
man who raped her, abused
her and forced her to become
a prostitute is now in prison,
she is still afraid of leaving her
home by herself. She is constantly haunted by the fear of
her trafficker being released:
she knows that he was sentenced to serve 17 years in
prison and still she cannot stop
counting and calculating. “He
will be 40... “. She does not
tell me, but I understand what
she means: he might still be a
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threat to her. No matter how
many years go by, a terrifying
dark thought will always make
her look back.
In a utopian situation, the Romanian State would have at its
disposal various solutions for
this girl’s case. However, this
is not an isolated case. Every
day, thousands of human rights
are violated in Romania. Many
people are not even aware of
their rights and therefore, these
violations fail to catch the Government’s attention. Romania
cannot offer solutions to its
abused citizens, as the country
is still struggling to get people
used to having rights. The current chaos can be blamed on
the fact that 21 years ago, the
concept of “human rights” was
completely non-existent. In the
aftermath of the Communist
era, Romania has apparently
accomplished a lot in the fight
for human rights, although
numerous foreign institutions
sometimes do not fit easily in
the national context and therefore, they lack the instruments
to succeed. Ceausescu and
Communism have taken a
potentially irredeemable toll
on Romania which, just like a
victim of human trafficking, is
trying to recover and free itself
from the ghosts of the past.
Even though in Romania
human trafficking is not widespread, it is a worrying situation, as the consequences are
dramatic. Most of the victims
are impoverished young girls,
willing to escape from the vicious circle that rules their
entire existence. Romania is a
source, transit and destination
country for men, women and
children trafficked for the purposes of commercial sexual
exploitation and forced labor.
Romanian men, women and
children are trafficked to Spain,
Italy, Greece, the Czech Republic and Germany for commercial sexual exploitation,
to be continued on page 3
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Nobody can escape Justice, not even Martinovic
Today, 13th of May 2010,
spirits were high as the minutes until the judgement hour
of Vinko Martinovic’s case arrived. Anxiety was the word of
the day as lawyers were making their final preparations,
trainers were eagerly awaiting
to reap the seeds of their labour
and the audience was hoping
for a fair trial. Nervously counting each second, on the lips
of most people were whispers
of uncertainty, however, from
oour own sources, we had
managed to find out that even
before the beginning of the
pleadings some of the judges
were seriously considering
passing a verdict of guilty. Now
all we had to find out was if we
were wrong or right.
When the judges made
their entrance, sunlight was
filling the court room, with the
feeling that justice was going
to be done floating in the air.
The prosecution started its
pleading with a confident note,
elaborately demonstrating their

continuation from page 2
forced begging, and forced
labor in the agriculture, construction, and service sectors.
Romania is also a destination
country for a small number of
women from Moldova, Colombia and France, trafficked into
forced prostitution .
Organizations have to fight
against prejudice, resistance

photo credits:
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case and why Mr. Vinko Martinovic should be found guilty.
Some of the main arguments in
this process were the fact that
he referred to himself as Stela,
and was referred to at Stela
Martinovic, which according to
the prosecution left no further
doubt as to his identity. They
claimed that there was sufficient evidence to show that
it was indeed Martinovic who
gave the orders to the subordinates, which were carried out
and which harmed the prisoners. Questioned if she feels she
has done her job, Alexandra
Popescu, one of the prosecution’s powerful voices, maked
the following assertions: “Yes,
I believe that the prosecution
team has achieved their target,
because we have managed to
point out that Martinovic is certainly guilty of at least one of
the charges. The only remaining issue is to see whether the
judges give him fewer or more

Prosecution brings evidence of Martinovic’s guilt

Lives on sale
and bureaucracy, all of which
prevent them from saving the
victims. Unfortunately, they
tend to pay attention only to the
victims or the flesh-peddlers,
without giving customers any
heed. Adding to this dreadful
situation is the fact that many
of the customers are policemen
or even politicians. Regardless
of the law, imprisoned prostitution customers are few and far
between. Iris Alexe, a public information officer at the Romanian Immigration Office, says
on their website (www.ori.mai.
gov.ro): “Internal trafficking has
lately become a so called ‘trial
period’, in which girls are prepared to be exploited abroad.
The traffickers expose them to
the most violent abuses here,
to make sure they won’t try to
escape or resist exploitation

once they are abroad.”
The victims’ recruitment is
often done through familiar
persons, who the target knows
and trusts. During captivity, the
victims suffer from traumatic
addiction, thinking that they
would not be able to live without the aggressor.
Unsurprisingly, when they
were interviewed on human
trafficking, most of the MICC
participants said that the media should put a spotlight on
this phenomenon. Miruna
Rusu, a participant from Romania says: “Taking into account the fact that Romania is
a developing country, human
trafficking is ever present. To
my mind, most of the women
end up being victims as a result of immaturity and naivety
and therefore it would be great
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to be continued on page 8

if young girls were properly
informed about this issue in
schools.” On the other hand,
her colleague Mihai Cirja says:
“Due to Romania’s chaotic bureaucratic system, solutions
are very difficult to find.”
Dealing with this problem is
an immense challenge for the
authorities, but imagine how
excruciatingly hard it must be
for the victims themselves.
They have to cope with atrocious
memories,
ruthless
abuses, society’s constraints
and even family rejection. After all, even though our highest aspiration is to lead a life
where we can enjoy freedom
of speech and thought and
have no fear of suppression, it
does not depend only on us...

Smaranda Georgiana
Ciubotaru
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Human rights in Germany
- increasingly endangered?
In the history of Germany,
there have been various violations of human rights. The
most devastating ones were
without a doubt the crimes and
cruelty during the Nazi regime.
Almost 65 years after this catastrophic episode, people tend
to think that Germany has become a country without flaws,
a politically and socially stable
member of the world community. Far from it.
The improvements made in
the field of human rights, especially after the reunification
of divided Germany in 1989,
have led to a feeling of selfsatisfaction in German society.
However, there are certainly
still some signs of human rights
violations. “Every single year
Germany is criticized for its
measures put in place for the
protection of human rights by
the international community”
says Jochen Schmid, a German journalist working for the
Basler Zeitung in Switzerland.
Having studied law and being
the chief editor of the pages
concerning politics he is in an
informed position on this topic.
“Old Nazi ideology, expressed
in violence against foreigners
by Neo-Nazi groups, is still
present in German society.
Also, women, migrants, children and social minorities do
not always seem to be treated in accordance with their
inalienable rights”, Schmid
adds. Those rights are clearly
manifested in the German constitution. The first paragraph
of the German Grundgesetzbuch (Basic Law) promises:
“No man’s or woman’s dignity
shall be infringed upon in any
way.” Later, the law states:
“The German people thus hold
true to these irrefutable and
inalienable human rights as
they are the fundamentals of
any society, peace and world
justice.” Nonetheless, little is

done in order to ensure those
rights. As mentioned before,
nationalist ideologies have not
fully disappeared. As Jochen
Schmid explains: “In recent decades, there has been a drastic increase in violence against
minorities, mostly powered by
nationalist groups, particularly
in the area of the former German Democratic Republic.
However, the government still
does not seem to be able to
react to this growing phenomenon and deal with the threat.
The problem here is that the
German government risks getting in trouble by taking action
against forms of association
and free speech.”
Germany, having signed all
the important treaties concerning human rights of the European Union, European Council
and United Nations, is bound
to follow them. This is one of
the reasons why they are criticized by other nations. The
engagement of German police
forces against apparently illegal groups such as nationalist
or terror groups has often been
criticized for its methods. Just
recently the American Department of Defense published a
paper containing criticism of
the German way of dealing
with Scientology, a supposedly
religious group not considered
a religion in Germany by law.
For the Americans, this imposed an oppression of minorities and a violation of human
rights. Furthermore, disadvantaged minorities are not few
in Germany. Many migrants
complain about the disrespect
of their rights, saying they are
often exploited and disadvantaged.
“In my opinion, it is hard to
find really outrageous violations of human rights in Germany,” says Jonas, a student
in Freiburg, Germany, who
actively takes part in work to

Prosecution brings the evidence of Ruggiu’s guilt

Ruggiu - six years to
spend in prison
On the 13th of May the
trial of Georges Ruggiu
took place. He was tried
for inciting one of the
biggest genocides in history. In Rwanda, he had
a radio programme, in
which he broadcast propaganda which encouraged Hutus to kill Tutsis.
There was a competitive fight between the
defence and the prosecution. Both sides had
a lot of arguments, some
of them totally contrasting with those of the other side. ‘He didn’t know
Kinyarwanda, the national language of Rwanda’
– said a member of the
defence, Bartosz Bański.
On the other hand
Jędrzej Kozak, of the
prosecution, alleged that
protect human right. “This is a
hardly-recognizable phenomenon in German society. Nevertheless, violations of human
rights exist. Women still do not
have equal opportunities and
child labor is still common, if
not within Germany, then in
German corporations working
in developing countries. This is
where the human rights protection groups, such as Amnesty
International or FIAM, need to
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‘He understood what he
was talking about.’
The judges had to listen carefully and read
all the documents to
decide on the verdict.
After a few hours the
judges had decided and
found Ruggiu guilty. ‘We
looked through all the arguments and documents
and we considered the
sentencing expectations
of both sides. The prosecution wanted 22 years
in prison, but when we
considered the defence
arguments we thought it
would be too long.’ - explained one of the judges
Gabriel Muszak. Ruggiu was sentenced to 6
years in prison.
Magdalena Gutorska
get active, as well as the German government itself.”
Germany might seem idyllic
as far as human rights are concerned, but there is still a great
deal of action to be taken. The
population, companies, organizations and the government
all need to work together to put
an end to sentences containing both the words “violation”
and “human rights”.

Paul Kramer
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Fair Trail for Erdemovic

continuation from page 1

Defence team puts all its efforts into defending Erdemovic
acted under the threat of imminent death and should therefore be found not guilty. As
they said: “You cannot count
lives like it`s better to have 70
alive and 1 dead than 70 dead
and 1 alive. You also cannot

expect anyone to sacrifice his
life for the purpose of rescuing
another 70 lives.”
The audience applauded the
verdict with enthusiasm. Alexandra Popescu from Romania
said: “I really liked the trial, es-

pecially the end. The situation
was turned around and nobody
expected the verdict to be like it
was. The teams here changed
the history of the case!”
The winning team was of
course very happy because
they managed to convince the
judges. Prosecutors were of
course a little bit dissapointed
but they realised that the most
important is not to win but just
to make gain new knowledge,
learn new skills and make new
friendships.
And what do they think now
that the trial is over.
The prosecution say that
they believe the reason they
lost was because they didn`t
know how to argue successfully that it`s better to have
70 people alive and only one
dead. Although it may seem
instinctively to be obvious, the

issue becomes more complex
when one considers the notion
of whether one is able to put a
price on any human life - perhaps it is invaluable?
The defence thinks that this
was their best argument. Lives
are not entities that one can
just count up, as if putting them
on a weighing scales, and valuing more whichever side of the
scales has a greater number of
lives. Furthermore, it is utopian
and perhaps unreasonable to
expect anyone to let himself
die to rescue another 70 people.
This trial - with a not guilty
verdict, which is extremely
rare in MICC School - has kept
us entertained and interested
- and will no doubt be talked
about by the participants in the
days and weeks to come.

Jerca Aubreht

Closer look at Human rights in Poland
Most Polish citizens are convinced that in Poland human
rights are respected and there
are no cases of violations of
human rights in the country.
The reality, however, is slightly different. With a thorough
analysis of the Polish press
and international human rights
organisations’ reports, one can
see that human rights violations appear very often and on
a large scale.
Firstly, the area of worker exploitation and labour conditions
is the sphere of human rights
where the biggest number of
violations could be noticed.
Many employers exploit their
employees and force them to
break the law. They don’t obey
the general rules of “fair payment for a fair job” and they
request that employees work
overtime under the threat of
dismissal.
The second category refers
to children’s rights. Children
can also be forced to work

nearly as slaves – they are
cheap, easy to control, not demanding and they can’t solve
their problems on their own as
easy as adults do. They can
be abused by their parents or
their rights (such as freedom of
thought, speech and freedom
from abuse ) can be broken by
their environment. It is important to take very special care
regarding children’s rights, because children cannot speak
for themselves easily and are
much more exposed to the
possibility of human rights violations. The third problematic
category of human rights protection is the issue of ethnic,
national and sexual minorities,
which all encounter mistreatment as well.
The democratisation of political and public life which followed the collapse of the old
system in 1989 allowed Poland
to adopt a completely new set
of international regulations for
the protection of human rights.

These changes led to the ratification of many agreements
and the adoption of international monitoring procedures.
They also allowed Poland to
join the Council of Europe, European Union and the North
Atlantic Treaty Organisation.
Polish authorities have established many organs to prevent
Human Rights violations, such
as Spokesman for Human
Rights, Spokesman for Civil
Rights, a Constitutional Tribunal and the Commissioner for
the Protection of Civil Rights,
who has a wide range of powers at his disposal and can
help individuals.
1989 was also a turning point
for non-governmental organizations. A Polish branch of Amnesty International was founded. The Helsinki Foundation
for Human Rights in Poland,
an independent institute for
research and education, was
established in the same year.
This Foundation is now one of
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the most experienced and professional
non-governmental
organisations in Europe concerned with human rights. As a
founding member of the United
Nations, Poland ratified most
of international agreements
concerning the protection of
human rights before 1989.
After restoring democracy in
Poland, the International Pact
of Civil and Political Rights
and the International Pact of
Economic, Social and Cultural
Rights ( parts of the United Nations system of Human Rights
Pacts ) were established.
Despite the fact that Poland
is active member of the international community dealing
with human rights protection,
it still has a lot to do inside
the country, particularly in the
fields of the protection of workers’ rights and the treatment of
minorities.

Szymon Mikolajczyk
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Spotlight on Teachers at MICC
Name and Country

Gabriela Ionescu, Romania

Alenka Kristl, Slovenia

Tomasz Zasadny, Poland

Subjects I teach:

English

English

History

Difference between students today
and when I went to school:

We worked harder and were
more serious, but still had as
much fun

They are more cosmopolitan and self-assured, but less
imaginative

Students today are more open
to the world, and young Poles
today know that their country
is normal and equal to all the
others

One thing I’ve always been wanting
to do:

Coordinating an event like the
MICC

Learning how to paint and
draw

Riding my motorcycle from
Egypt to Southern Morocco

My favorite book/movie:

Too many good ones

“The Shadow of the Wind” by
Carlos Ruiz Zafon

My favorite quote or saying:

Oblivion is bliss!

“Tomorrow’s another day!”

What I do for fun:

Going to the movies, going out Dancing salsa, going to conwith friends
certs

“Life and Fate” by Wassillij
Grossmann / Woody Allen’s
movies
The most dangerous is not
the people’s evilness but their
stupidity.
Listening to rock or classical
music, Literature, Motorcycle!

LEARN about your teachers
together with:

Paul Kramer

One thing people would find surpris- My students won’t believe it,
ing about me:
but I know how to have fun!

When I was in school, I
skipped all the time!

My passion for motorcycling!

What have I learnt during the MICC school:
Wandering down the narrow streets of Krzyzowa
when the students were
arriving, one could truly
understand the meaning of
the phrase “hustle and bustle”, as dozens of students
gathered for the bi-annual
MICC School. They had to
face lots of mixed feelings,
being excited in anticipation
of the week as well as being
nervous.
Without a shadow of a
doubt, the MICC experience was full of difficult issues. Attempting to discover the truth and determine
what is right turned out

to be extremely complex.
Therefore, apart from all the
entertaining activities that
took place during the entire
week, the participants had
to work very hard. Irina Morosanu from Romania says
that the only thing that kept
her going and enabled her
to cope with all the tasks
she was assigned to do
was coffee. Her tiredness,
however, didn’t stand in the
way of her having a positive
experience: “I particularly
enjoyed working with my
team and I hope I will stay
in touch with all the nice
people I have met!” On the

other hand, odd though it
may seem, Alicja Pietrzela
from Poland says that she
is going to miss all the hard
work: “Apart from learning
lots of things about the law,
I have also met cheerful,
open-minded people that I
will never forget.”
All the participants had
the opportunity to use their
skills, and knowledge old
and new in various domains, and applied them
to new situations. For example, the students learned
that when one is judging a
legal case one must sometimes go beyond the letter
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of the law. After hours of intense training, participants
were able to understand
that when making a judgement, other issues, such as
moral values or ethics, are
at stake. Something else
important that the participants have learned during
the MICC School is the fact
that trials are unable to restore the initial situation and
that the human conscience
should always be awake
and active, so that evil can
be kept at bay.
However, even if they had
to face long working hours,
the students had the oppor-
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Spotlight on Teachers at MICC
Alenka Gortan, Slovenia

Zbigniew Pawlak, Poland

Elia Bucaciuc-Mracica, Romania

Katrin Herzog, Germany

English and Spanish

English

Englsih

History

The biggest difference is probably that they are more daring
and more resourceful. Another
plus is also their creativity

They are way more proficient
in the use of multimedia. I got
my first email account in 1994
and it took me three weeks to
set it up

I’ve always wanted to travel to all
places but I have seen only few
so far
Isabel Alende’s novels

Travelling around East Europe
and learning the Polish language
My favorite movie is “One
Flew Over the Cuckoo’s Nest”
with Jack Nicholson
“Nur wer sich wandelt, bleibt
sich treu.”

They have more motivation
and independence today, more
sense of democracy and awareness of their rights

Students today don’t behave
as well and there is a lot of
colloquialism. Because of
the competition outside of
communism they are more
motivated to learn
Bungee jumping and being able I’ve fulfilled my dream of
to use Nero Burning room
building my own house in the
mountains
“Cathedral of the Sea” by Ilde- I read very often so I can’t pick
fonso Falcones / James Bond
one particular book
movies
Life’s great!!!
Be yourself and be honest!

Know yourself!

Reading, rollerskating and
iceskating

Traveling, reading, watching
movies, gardening

I really like punk music

Walking in the mountains, sitting on my porch watching the
nature
I used to be a hippie

Being a mother, yoga, reading
newspapers and books

I’m not as conservative and con- I played rugby in a professional
formist as people might think
team for almost ten years

legal stuff, making friends and much more!
tunity to socialize and establish bonds. Matthias Clad,
from Germany, says that he
enjoyed becoming aware of
so many different cultures,
traditions and lifestyles: “If I
were to describe the MICC
participants in only three
words, I would probably say
that they are young, funny
and interesting.”
On the whole, attending
MICC School was a once in
a lifetime experience, that
taught us things that no
study book could have ever
taught us: to be devoted
and have self-confidence.
Smaranda Georgiana
Ciubotaru

Participants enjoying the beauty of the national Polish dance
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Justice isn’t blind at all,
neither at Martinovic

continuation from page 3
him responsible for.” The reply didn’t fell short, as the defense team, through the voice
of Michal Hadas answered : “
I believe the statements made
by the prosecution team, were
not accurate enough for the
case, and were not strongly
based on actual facts. Also
their explanation of Stela’s
identity was very doubtful as
they actually proved Stela was
a popular nickname instead of
proving he was the accused.”
Albeit, the final decision
rests in the judge panel’s
hands, so after a couple of
hours of deliberating the judges prononced themselves,

verdict of guilt, and a sentece
of 9 years, motivated by judge
Sina Spiegler,who mentiones
part of the reasons for which
they passed this sentence :
“We sentenced Mertinovic to 9
years because of using human
beings as a shield to protect
tanks can definitely not go unpunished, wether it was done
intentionally to torture those
people or to protect his tanks.”
The prosecution rejoiced as it
celebrated triumph, whilst the
bitter taste of defeat was felt in
the defense side. Nonetheless,
the trial was just, and the real
victor was old Lady Justice.

Andrei-Ioan Stan

Judges come to have their final say on Martinovic case

Human rights report: Romania, both Balkan and European
After the fall of communism
in 1989 through a bloody
revolution, the single one in
Europe, followed by the swift
return to democracy, the international media brought
Romania to the spot light,
unraveling the issue of human rights, an aspect which
lay hid during the Soviet rule
and during Ceausescu’s dictatorship. However, it seems
that out of all the countries
that emerged out of the Iron
Curtain, due to its geo-political situation and long history
of foreign occupation and territory losses and gains, along
side with one of the harshest
communist regimes, after
the case of Germany, Romania found itself with a lot
more human rights problems
to deal with than her “sister
countries” from the former
Soviet Bloc, despite being a
model of human rights in the
region, especially rights concerning national minorities
during the interwar period.
Questioned on the evolution of human rights in Ro-

mania from the formation of
the modern state to present
times, Daniela AnghelescuHistory teacher-answers:
“Two historical moments
have influenced the position
of the Romanian state regarding the issue of human rights:
European ethics and the type
of political regime. From 1866
till 1940, Romania reflected
the liberal tendencies of the
European system, social discrimination or the ethnical
one being eliminated through
the 1923 Constitution which
acknowledged all Romanian
citizens rights laid down by
western democracies. Under
the impact of World War 2,
Romania would experience
dictatorial regimes; the military dictatorship (1940-1944)
jeopardized human rights,
the Jews and Roma being
deported to Transnistria.
The Communist state (19481989) did not observe the
human rights either despite
being a member of the UN
(1995) and a signatory of the
Helsinki Convention (1975).”

Nowadays, Romania is a
constitutional
democracy
with a multiparty, parliamentary system and a population
of approximately 21.4 million,
out of which, according to the
statistics of 2002, 10.5 % are
national minorities, Hungarians being the first minority as
proportion, followed by the
Roma (Gypsies), and an entire series of other minorities.
During the twenty years’ transition to the present day, the
state, no matter the government, has continuously tried
to undo the damage done
by Ceausescu and wipe the
mark he left both on every institution and on every citizen.
Progress has been made especially in the human rights
domain, in 2007 Romania
joining the EU as recognition
of it. Asked on how she would
comment on the matter of human rights in our country and
if she feels that society as a
whole grants it sufficient attention, Delia Dumitriu-English teacher-replies:
“I suppose the observance
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of the Human Rights in Romania is a multi-faceted issue. On the one hand, there
is a series of NGOs and institutions, such as the Romanian Institute for Human
Rights (RIHR), which develop a wide range of activities
and programs accessible to
many of those interested.
On the other hand, the Romanian media rarely miss
an opportunity to focus on
yet another infringement of
one or another right. For instance, in the last few weeks,
there have been several articles or TV shows dwelling
on the potential breach in
what concerns the freedom
of expression. Another area
that has caused hot debates
in the media involves justice
– more specific, the ways in
which it seems to be administered – in relationship with
the Human Rights. Yet, what
I personally consider to be a
problem calling for more attention is the lack of awareto be continued on page 9

MICCroscope

Did you know that?
Luka Jelacic
Hello fellow students,
today we embark on a
journey about numbers.
Here you will find some
question that you wanted
to know or maybe just
some interesting facts.
When was the Rome
Statute written? In July
1998 in Rome (en.wikipedia.org) 1998, July,
the Rome Statute was
written
How many countries
have already signed the
Rome Statute? 148 (en.
wikipedia.org) 148 is the
number of the countries
How many articles
does the Rome Statute
consist of? 128 articles
(untreaty.un.org)
When did the Rome
Statute of the International Criminal Court enter into force? The Rome
Statute entered into force
on 1 July 2002 after ratification by 60 countries.
(www.icc-cpi.int)
How many people work
for the ICC? 285 women
and 302 men work for the
ICC, coming from more
than 85 states. (www.
icc-cpi.int)
How many trials are
currently under the investigation of the ICC?
4, as of April 2010 (www.
icc-cpi.int)
How many trials did
the ICC already finish? 9
(Most of them regard African war crimes) (www.
icc-cpi.int)
(Since when does the

MICC exist?)For how
long does the MICC
School already exist?
Since December 2005
(MICC Handbook)
How many countries
participate in the MICC
project every meeting? 3
or 4(with 1 or 2 schools
from each)
How many participants
have attended MICC
School projects so far?
Around 650(since 2005)
How big is the MICC
budget? Around 30.000
euros (Including MICC
University)
How many people work
for the MICC School? 11
people- 2 organisers and
9 trainers
How many meetings did
the MICC School already
have? 10 (2 every year,
except in 2005 there was
1)
How many hours, on
average, did people
sleep during the MICC
School project? 5 hours
How many kilometers,
on average, are the participating schools away
from Krzyzowa? (Farthest is 3000Km, closest
is 60Km away)
How many hours, on
average, did participating
schools use to come from
their towns to Krzyzowa?
(Longest travel was 24h,
shortest travel was 1.5h)
How much money, on
average, did the participating schools use for
traveling? Around 100€

Human rights report: Romania, both Balkan
and European
continuation from page 8

ness on a wider scale as to
the importance of the Human
Rights and the support they
could provide in our daily
lives on a daily basis.”
And indeed, unfair trial decision seems to have been a
major problem for the Romanian justice and has raised a
lot of doubts, drastically affecting its image, Romania
being the third of four countries (Turkey-356, Russia219, Romania-168 and Poland-133) that sum up 52%
of the judgments, according
to the annual report from
2009, and being often rated
as a country with serious corruption problems.
Albeit, in the last couple of
years, besides the aspects of
human rights related to justice solved at the ECHR, the
problem of Roma people appears to be an even greater
one, far more difficult and
one that directly concerns not
only the national government
but the whole European community. Since this minority is
present across the continent,
with the highest number of
members in Romania, this
should be a challenge addressed to all Europeans.
Failing to overcome this
problem and being directly affected by some of the Roma
people’s inadaptability to a
normal society, which has
more than one time resulted
in the discrimination towards
the Romanian people, a few
Romanians have manifested
intolerance for the Roma
people.
Presented with this situation and asked what the
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state’s policies in promoting
tolerance are, Mihaela Gavanescu, Social Sciences
teacher, responds:
“In what regards the attitude of the Romanian state
towards knowing and observing the human rights, I
should mention the introduction of this topic as part of
Civic Education in the compulsory education curriculum,
and as an optional subject in
high school. All this is part
of a strategy targeted at the
general public, to which one
could add the establishment
of the Romanian Institute
for Human Rights involved
in informing and providing
support for citizens under
circumstances which involve
human rights.“
Moving on to the attitude of
the civic society, Mrs. Gavanescu states: “The civic society has become more sensitive to the violation of human
rights – namely, discrimination and xenophobia – either
through individual attitudes
– as campaigns in the press
or civil trials - or group ones,
through the voluntary implication in the campaigns of
the NGOs which monitor the
observance of human rights
by the state’s institutions.”
Therefore, Romania reveals
itself as a developing country,
emerging out of a heavy transition, deeply scared by the
burdain of its past, however,
one that in the human rights
issue represents a regional
model, especially if taking
into consideration its ethnical
mosaic, and a statal entity
willing to make a change.

Andrei-Ioan Stan

MICCroscope

The deadline is coming, pressure is in the air, all you can
hear is laughing, talking and
typing on computers...Welcome to the press room.
What are you doing right
now? I guess you are reading
MICCroscope and I really hope
you are enjoying it.
MICCroscope is a newspaper
made by the press team, which
is working hard every single
day during MICC to report on
everything that happens here
in Krzyzowa. The journalists
working late into the night
are: Paul Kramer, Magdalena
Gutorska, Szymon Mikolajczk,
Luka Jelačič, Jerca Aubreht,
Andrei-Ioan Stan, Smaranda
Georgiana Ciubotaru. And of
course the best trainers in the

Good < better < PRESSTEAM
world Adam Rudnicki and Irina
Jurcisin.
We really enjoyed working in
the press team. It`s a wonderful new experience. Each of us
learnt something new, for example how to write excellent,
interesting articles or how to
be a real journalist.
Magdalena Gutorska from
Poland says: “I am glad I am
in the press team. I prefer writing articles to law. In these 3, 4
days I’ve learnt so much and
got a lot of information.”
Luka Jelačič from Slovenia
also enjoyed working in the
pressteam. He said: “I think it’s
a very good group. We have

Unveiling the mystery or what
happens in Kreisau at night...
Looking around MICC early
in the morning, all you see are
tired faces. Slurping their milk
at breakfast, falling asleep
in group meetings or taking
power naps, the sleepy heads
are everywhere. Our raging
reporter set out to investigate
the reasons for the fatigue of
MICC students.
“I spend all night reflecting on
the cases and discussing them
with others” jokes Matthias
Clad of Germany. “To be honest, after working on the cases
all day long I feel really tired,
but here at MICC School we
have the unique opportunity to
get to know each other and I
don’t want to miss out on that
by sleeping all night. I went to
bed around 3.30 am. Naturally,
I feel tired in the morning...
but that’s alright.” Matthias implies that this year’s schedule
does not allow for much free
time to enjoy the presence of
the people from other nations,
so he has to make use of the
night time. Others, like George
and Matei from Romania, take
advantage of the night time
to relax. “We watched some
movies and talked for a while”

says George. “We went to bed
around 3 am I think.”
But the night time in Krzyzowa
does not necessarily mean
fun or relief from work. Some
groups worked to the last minute to be able to perform their
best the following day in the
courtroom. Putting their heads
together, debating and looking for the best words for their
position papers, some teams
could be found working late at
night. “We worked until after
midnight” says Savannah, a
prosecutor in the ICTR case.
“But it really paid off the next
day.”
Whatever it is that keeps
the students busy at night, it
seems to be worth it. In the
courtroom, the teams were
great and everyone is having a
really good time here at MICC.
As Ewa from Poland states: “I
was tired all the time because I
enjoyed the night, but I’ve had
a lot of fun in Krzyzowa, so far.
It’s been great!”

Paul Kramer

a lot of fun but we also work
hard. We wrote a bunch of
good articles. If I had a chance
to come here again I would
definitely come back in the
press team.”
You cannot imagine how
wonderful it is when you see
that someone is reading your
newspaper. You get the feeling
that you have done something
very well.
For us journalists the most
important thing is you, the
readers of our newspaper. We
cannot write good articles without you giving us feedback so
we are very happy when we
hear positive critics.
As Savannah Guttmann from
Germany says: “The newspaper is pretty good. It is very
important because you, as
the press team, have a different point of view from us - the
judges, prosecutors and defenders.”
Ania Nguyen from Poland
shares Savannah’s opinion.
She thinks: “The articles are

quite good. They contain important information.”
It’s true this job is sometimes
hard. Sometimes you have no
inspiration for writing or you
are just simply tired. But then
the trainer praises your article,
tells you a joke or you just see
that people are reading your
newspaper and they give you
a positive comment, and that
makes everything easier. You
get new energy to continue
your work.
And this is how we spend our
week at MICC. We were trying
to do our best, to tell you the
most important information,
because we knew that you
don`t know about all the cases
and everything that was going
on here.
Thank you all for all your
quotations and your help, because without these we could
not have written what we have.
And we really hope you enjoy
reading MICCroscope.

Jerca Aubreht

Press Team hopes you enjoy
reading the newspaper!

Smaranda Georgiana Ciubotaru, Andrei-Ioan Stan,
Adam Rudnicki, Paul Kramer, Jerca Aubreht, Magdalena
Gutorska, Luka Jelacic, Irina Iurcisin,Szymon Mikolajczk.

