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Trading diamonds for lives

Fabrikov found guilty of crimes against humanity,
bribes government, mining operation kills hundreds

By Coy Gibson

Judges Alexander Gagua, Małgorzata Moch and Stefania Petcu
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In the third case of this year’s MICC, entrepreneur and mining mogul Anton Fabrikov of Abandia was found guilty to crimes
against humanity for murder and persecution. Fabrikov was sentenced to five years
imprisonment and for feiture of assets
gained through his criminal activities. His
crimes included bribing public officials,
depriving workers of acceptable working
conditions, subverting safety standards, and
persecuting workers.
The court concluded that ex-Soviet leader
Fabrikov paid bribes to the Abandian government to sustain his mining operation.
The mining facility, itself, was determined
to have outdated machinery, substandard
working conditions, and required twelve
hour shifts from employees. It was further
decided by the court that Fabrikov was
aware of the working conditions, yet chose

not to improve them. He actually subverted
attempts by national and international control officers to check the safety standards of
the facility.
The prosecution also filed suit against Fabrikov for targeted persecution of Groverland
workers. In the past year alone, ninty-five
percent of injuries occurred to Groverlanders. According to the facts of the case, one-

“A man cannot make money because of someone’s suffering. Justice has been met
and some people can be
warned in the world that
such actions will not be tolerated by the international
community.” Prosecutor Wojciechowski

hundred miners died in Fabrikov’s facility
each year.
With this information, a smaller prosecution
team – consisting of Maciej Wojciechowski
and Rubina Tatsiana – argued that these onehundred deaths constituted a “widespread
attack” under international law. The court
hesitantly agreed stating that it could not put
a “fixed number on the deaths needed to occur” but based on the annual casualties at Fabrikov’s mines, it had constituted a widespread
attack on a civilian population.
All the while, the defence team ardently held
that the prosecution could not provide evidence showing Fabrikov’s guilt in persecuting the Groverlanders or avoiding the safety
regulations. They presenting Fabrikov as a free
businessman who merely leases the mines and
that any injury or safety concerns were the
tbc on page 4

17 years for excessive self Defence

Abandia’s Dmitri Rabot found guilty of crime against
humanity By Nastya Parfirieva
On Wednesday, March 26th, the judges of the
MICC at Krzyżowa sentenced Abandian police
sergeant Dmitri Rabot to 17 years effective imprisonment for crimes against humanity in relation to
murder.
During the latest protests in the former Soviet
republic, Rabot along with 20 armed policemen,
were driven into a backyard with exits blocked
by about 100 striking workers. After two of his
officers were wounded, the sergeant gave the
order to open fire – and killed almost all of the
protestors.
At the court, prosecution and defence reviewed
objective and subjective aspects of this order and
its outcome. The main question was: Did Rabot’s
policemen have to be considered as civilians or
combatants?
Prosecution took the position that the 3rd Geneva
Convention applies to the circumstances. They argued that this was not only applicable in international armed conflicts, but can be used in the case
of internal armed conflict as well.
Article 4 (2) of the convention says that combatants
are considered those who fulfill the following criteria: 1. being commanded by a person responsible
for his subordinates, 2. having a fixed, distinctive
sign recognizable at distance, 3. carrying arms
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openly, 4. conducting their operations according
to martial law.
Defence brought up a very strong argument: selfDefence. According to the Article 31 (c) of the Rome
Statute, this can be used 1. when endangered by an
imminent and unlawful use of force, 2. if the reactions
are reasonable and proportionate, and 3. if they are
undertaken with the purpose of repelling danger.
The judges at Krzyżowa, however, - even though not
fully satisfied with the statutory elements mentioned
by the prosecution - decided to handle this point not
too narrowly but to give space to both the subjective
and objective aspects of what constitutes civilians.

It is necessary to point out that, in Krzyżowa,
there was not enough information on the background of police commander Rabot. Clearly,
he is a high ranking officer – and therefore the
Court could not further mitigate his sentence.
That’s why no suspended sentences were granted, i.e. Rabot will have to serve the full sentence.

Not enough!
By Azra Mustafica

According to the Rome Statute a person who
commits crime against humanity can be sentenced to a lifetime in prison. But obviously
and unfortunately, this fact is not familiar to
the judges at the MICC.
Dimitri Rabot is responsible for the death of
100 civilians. He was sentenced to 17 years –
or 204 months or 6205 days. Mathematically,
he will have to serve 62 days for each victim.
62 days for one dead human being? It seems
that there is only justice for the ones committing
crimes. What about the victims? What about
their families? What about a boy whose dad will
not be around to teach him how to drive a car; a
girl not having a dad to take her to the altar on
her wedding day; the kids whose dad won’t be
at their graduation, their first crush, their first
success, their first failure? Where is the justice
for them?

Judges Svietlana Marozava, Thabang Mokgatle and Valerie Kornemann: Photo: Nino Zviadauri
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200 dead, pilot free

The Brugsal verdict shows that a legal decision and
a moral one are completely different things
By Karo Skibińska

The MICC judges has unanimously decided that
Abandian fighter jet pilot Sergej Brugsal was
found not guilty. After considering both positions, the court said that Brugsal didn’t have the
duty to refuse the order to fire two air-to-ground
missiles on a village on the Grovelandish side of
the Abandian border -killing 200 people.
The prosecutors did not prove beyond reasonable doubt that Mr Brugsal is guilty of crime
against humanity and war crime. The court suggests the prosecution carry out investigations in
regard to the headquarter members who made
the decision to attack the village.
“Brugsal did not know that the order was unlawful. It must be taken in account that the order
was commanded to fight enemies and furthermore to protect the border. The panel finds
that Brugsal - while carrying out his duties as a
fighter jet pilot - was not aware of the fact that attack would be clearly excessive in relation to the
concrete and direct overall military advantage
anticipated.” said judge David Mzikyan.
This very emotional and intense trial was
brought before court and awoke most lively debate. At first everyone anticipated a rather calm
trial, but the longer the attorneys spoke, the
more fierce the argumentation became, especially by prosecutor Kristen Patricia Hope Hall
and defender Maciej Benderski.

Judges Jennifer Basters, David Mzikyan, Mariam Janiashvili and Vira Kovalova Slutska

A few situations during the trial put the audience
into sheer amazement, how far the prosecution
and the defense could go. Moreover, for the
first time the attorneys were vigorously exclaiming their opinions to opponent pleadings
during the Judges questions.
Prosecution from the beginning marked out
the fact Brugsal killed 200 civilians. Later on
they presented that Brugsal’s conduct was, as
well as the order he was given, unlawful. The
prosecution was sure that Brugsal couldn’t
claim he was unaware of civilians in the settlement while releasing air-to-ground missiles.
They also stated that Sergej Brugsal’s crime was
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not only a war crime, but also a crime against
humanity and called for ten years of imprisonment.
“As the direct consequence of Sergej Brugsal’s
individual conduct, 200 innocent civilians were
murdered. Imagine – mothers, fathers, brothers, sisters, children. The results can only be
described as massacre.” - Kristen passionately
exclaimed.
Defense was arguing with equal energy. Their
argumentation line focused on the “guilty mind“
requirement, which was the highest one in Brugsal’s case. There was also a very important issue
of possible prosecution in front of military court
for insubordination, if Brugsal didn’t make the
decision he made.
“It was his duty to obey the order, but this was
not because he intended to commit war crime.
He was incapable of judging the legality of superior orders.’ - affirmed defense attorney, Ana
Nakashidze.
From the law point of view it can be said that a
lawful order is still an order. But then again, how
come a man who gambles with persons lives
goes free? Is, in this situation, law really just?
Many can say that it leads to the lifelong discussion on the matter what’s the value of a human
life. But in the end of the day, the verdict shows
that a legal decision and a moral one are completely different things.
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Trading diamonds for lives
(contiuned from page 1)

Abandian government’s responsibility. In the
end, this tactic did not win over the judges.
The facts were simply not on the defence’s side.
With much uncertainty prior to the court’s
determination, the verdict was well received with overall acceptance from both
the prosecution and the defence.
“I’m a bit shocked because I expected that he
might be found guilty of murder or for inhuman acts. But he was found guilty for murder
and inhuman acts. But five years is not such
a bad thing considering the prosecution’s request of thirty years,” said Monica Godiva
Akullo for the defence.
For a case rife with serious issues, the sheer reluctance of one individual to deprive workers of
their basic human rights – sometimes for years
on end – is shocking, to say the least. The ruling laid down by the court will send a clear
message to employers for years to come – if
you trade human lives for monetary gain, you
will pay the consequences and justice will be served.
“I’m glad that the person was guilty and that
there is a future for good – that was one of the

Prosecutors Canan Sahin, Taras Repytskyi and Monica Godiva Akullo
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main points of this trial,” said prosecutor Wojciechowski for the prosecution. “A man cannot make money because of someone’s suffering. Justice has been met and some people

can be warned in the world that such actions
will not be tolerated by the international
community.”

One story, two endings:

A short comparison of James Moltke and Milan Strikowski
By Valerie Hoyt-Parrish
James Moltke
circumstances leading to notoriety:
response to unjust situations:

violence that ensued:
result of violence:
sentence:

Milan Strikowski

Nazi Germany commits many atrocities Abandia government exploits and abuses
against select persons
many poor people in Abandia
founding member of Kreisau Circle resist- member of union board, called for “forceful”
ance group, discussed creation of new gov- measures to be taken to counteract the government after the assumed fall of the nazi ernment’s actions
government
failed assassination of Hitler; not an active attack on Abandia police force July 2009; not
participant
an active participant
tried and convicted of treason

tried at MICC and found innocent of committing crimes against humanity

execution

N/A
4

Strikowski goes free

The first trial at the MICC 2013 in Krzyżowa ends with
a surprise
By Valerie Hoyt-Parrish & Nino Zviadauri

In the case of Milan Strikowski, the court at
Krzyżowa ruled on Wednesday, March 26th in
favour of the defense finding that the criteria for
civilian population was not met in regards to article 7 of the Rome Statute - and that Strikowski
is not guilty of crimes against humanity.
Strikowski, a union leader from fromer Soviet Republic Abandia, was accused of a crime
against humanity by calling for ‘forceful” measures to be taken to counteract Abandia’s government sanctioned actions. Following his call to
action, in July 2009 massive violence broke out
in four central Abandian cities resulting in the
death of 23 policemen and 34 severely injured.
Prosecution had argued that Strikowski was a superior as defined by article 28 of the Rome Statute
because he held a position of authority as a union
leader and due to his influential words numerous
civilians lost their lives on the night in question.
Additionally, his later plea to the union leadership to back down in order to avoid more violence
clearly showed Strikowski was in a position of authority.

Judges Zulfikar Berk and Inna Grigalashvili Photo: Nino Zviadauri

in four cities, however, there was some debate
over its systematic nature.

The defense rebuttal presented Strikowski to be merely a member on the union board, one voice amidst
many that holds no more authority than the next,
therefore he can not be seen as a superior.

Prosecution claimed that in order for so many to
have lost their lives at four different places in the
same time frame there had to be a level of organisation present. Defense argued that Strikowski at no
point pinpointed an exact location or unit of the
police force that “forceful” measures should target. Since the incident in question occurred in one
night there was no repetition of the act, no pattern
- ergo it was not systematic.

In order for a crime to be labelled as a crime
against humanity it must be “a widespread and
systematic attack against any civilian population”. There was little question on the widespread
nature of the violence that occurred as it erupted

Defense also contended that police cannot be
viewed as civilian population as they were prepared
for the possibility of violence and not ignorant to
the escalating situation as demonstrated prior in
the the police General Vladimir Aslanov’s pro-

claimed goal of “crushing the resistance into small
pieces.”
Prosecution referred to the fact that in this circumstance the police officers were unarmed and unprepared for such a sudden onslaught of violence, furthermore since the police was not any part of the
military they are to be considered part of a civilian
population.
Prosecution urged the court to view Strikowski as
bearing individual criminal responsibility as defined by article 25 as he had knowledge of worker’s
arming themselves with handmade weapons and
could logically conclude that his words calling for
“forceful” measures would lead to violence yet he
did nothing to stop the ensuing bloodshed.
Defense responded pointing out that the tensions
in Abandia were already strained due to a previous tax increase on basic goods and an unjust
government, hence the lost of lives on the night in
question were not the direct result of any actions
Strikowski took.
In regards to article 28 and 25 of the Rome Statute the court ruled in favour of the prosecution.
Prosecuter Elena Grigolia was not surprised
with this: “The expectation was this. We won the
first two issues.”
Defender Milad Ahmadi foresaw the last result: “It
was absolutely obvious from the very beginning
that there was no crimes against humanity committed. We are very happy with this decision.”

Prosecutors Elene Grigolia and Michał Kubanek: Photo: Nino Zviadauri
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Leading from the heart

Victor Ochen joins MICC to offer perspective on the
ICC, justice, leadership
Interview: Coy Gibson

The Krzyżowa Observer: What is the purpose of African Youth Initiative Network?
My background is as the Director of African
Youth Initiative Network, an NGO, in which
I mobilize young people in Uganda who have
been through years of war. I want to help
young people returning from abduction or
war refocus their lives in a constructive way.
AYINET is about access to justice. Justice
is not solely prosecutorial status only. It’s
not about traitors being indicted, killed,
arrested, or imprisoned for life. But about
someone stepping in to change the pattern of
people who have suffered and making them
feel that at last life can be changed and life
is normal.
You seem to gain much strength from this
initiative...

I’ve realized that my small community has
taken me to the international community.
This experience tells that it’s not about
where you were born and raised, it’s about
the strength within you.
How does AYINET help young people make
a change in their lives and community?
We felt that we needed to mobilize and
empower young people to take responsible
actions in whatever they do to help them
understand that they are a part of the process of improving their standards in their
community.
Under our Youth Leadership Development
Program, we look at working with people
who have had very little opportunity for
education.... We are working with individuals who didn’t drop out of their first or

second year in university, but their first or
second year in primary – who don’t even
know how to read or write their names.
You don’t need education, an undergraduate degree, or a masters degree to be a
peace builder.

You can be a peace builder
even if you have not been to
school.
You point out that local involvement in
agricultural activities, churches, schools,
community life, and business are all opportunities for leadership...
Leadership goes beyond politics. You can
lead in funds, business, social activities. We
empower, mobilize and encourage young
people to realize the need for change in
their different communities.

Let’s have leadership
for everyone – women,
youth, children. Everyone should take leadership, be active, be
responsible, and be a
citizen in their community.
Victor Ochen (31) founded the African Youth Initiative (AYINET) in 2005. Native of the Lira district of
northern Uganda. Lived in an internally displaced camp
(IDP) during his youth, which led to his specialization
in peace building, community development, and youth
leadership. Advocates for victims in Uganda before the
International Criminal Court and United Nations.
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You told us there are currently 120 youth organizations in the communities with about
ten to fifteen people working full-time and
earning an income, as well. Where is leadership most important and who can be a
leader?
The first qualification for any leader is to understand the fundamentals of human rights.
The most important change is in the life of
common persons who make decisions based
on the life challenges they are going through.
Let’s have leadership for everyone – women,
youth, children. Everyone should take leadership, be active, be responsible, and be a citizen in their community.
The reality of the situation is that the majority
of the population is poor people in dire need
for food, healthcare, education, protection.
As a leader you need to talk their language,
not from a linguistic level, but from the heart.
You must understand the context of the life in
which they are living – the suffering, the pain.

You aid with victim participation at the ICC
- ensuring that victims are able to testify what are your thoughts of the ICC?
For the court to be effective, it has to be ‘victims-friendly’. If the process is too long, that
does not favour the victims. We are looking to
provide justice for the victims, not justice for
the prosecutors.

The ICC represents the world’s
commitment to holding one another responsible.
When I see the legal process takes years and
years, that is keeping people who have suffered on the same level for years. That is injustice endured and it does not help.
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Republic of Uganda Jamhuri ya Uganda
M o t t o : “ Kw a a j i l i y a M u n g u n a N c h i y a n g u ” ( “ F o r G o d a n d M y C o u n t r y ” )

How do you define justice?
Justice to me goes beyond legal partition and
taking steps to identify the needs of the people who have suffered and then deliver a practical solution. Justice for the victims means
taking steps to help people who have suffered
to cover, to repair, and to set new ways forward.
It may not completely repair in time, but it
will help the person who has suffered...to be
able to stand higher, to raise above their own
suffering of injustice.
Should justice ever be sacrificed for peace –
by the prosecutors or in the courts?
There is always a fight between justice and
peace. A lot of people ask, ‘Should we sacrifice
justice for peace?’ ‘Should we sacrifice justice
for reconciliation?’ The answer is no. The two
are important, but how we deliver them is really important. We must let go peace for the
sake of justice.

If justice does not help victims
to raise above their own suffering, that is injustice endured.
We need to begin engaging the people and
victims, and then begin giving them the visibility they deserve as people. But, if you focus more on the perpetrator, rather than the
people, then a lot of mistakes will be made.

Coat of Arms Source: Wikipedia

Flag Source: Wikipedia

Map of Uganda Source: Wikipedia

Capital: Kampala

Uganda’s national anthem:

President: Yoweri Museveni

Vice Presiden: Edward Ssekandi

Prime Minister: Amama Mbabazi
Population: 35,873,253
Density: 137.1/km2
Area: 236,040 km2

Official languages: English, Swahili
Vernacular languages: Luganda,

Oh Uganda! may God uphold thee,
We lay our future in thy hand.
United, free, for liberty, together we’ll always stand.
Oh Uganda! the land of freedom.
Our love and labour we give, and with neighbours all
At our country’s call
In peace and friendship we’ll live.
Oh Uganda! the land that feeds us

Luo, Runyankore, Runyoro, Ateso, Luma-

By sun and fertile soil grown.

saba, Lusoga, Samia

For our own dear land, we’ll always stand,

Currency: Ugandan shilling (UGX)
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The Pearl of Africa’s Crown.
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MICC 2013 - Bringing Three Continents Together
Text by Azra Mustafica
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Haris Jasarević, Bosnia and Herzegovina
“I applied for the MICC because there is a big difference between studying and practicing law in my country and I am
trying to fill in those gaps and hoping that MICC will give
me real experience and that I will get more information about
international criminal law. In ten years I see myself as a judge
at the International Criminal Court.“
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Malgorzata Moch, Poland
“My boyfriend was a participant at the MICC last year and he
is very fond of this event. I have participated in similar gatherings; however I think that MICC is the best of its kind. So far I
am really enjoying my time here I value deeply the knowledge
that will get. In ten years I see myself working in humanitarian
law, maybe for the UN.“

Stefania Petcu, USA
“I am working as a graduate research assist
ant at University of
South Carolina where I am involved in a resea
rch project with
Anne Frank Institute. In order to facilitate
further research I
have applied for MICC.
In ten years I am hoping to be working as a
university professor and continue helping students with disab
ilities.”
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Taras Repytskyi, Ukraine
“During my studies we covered a lot of world justice issues
and that’s how I became interested in International Criminal
Court. I wanted to learn more about it and I think the MICC is
a great opportunity for that. In ten years from now, I will just
quote Gandhi on this one: ‘You must be the change you want
to see in the world.’”
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David Mzikyan, Armenia
„I study Human Rights and Democracy and
I consider MICC
to be very useful for me in order to achieve
my goals and also
to meet new friends from various countries,
nationalities and
backgrounds. I am really glad that I have the
honor of being part
of the MICC. In ten years from now, where ever
I might be, I see
myself in the field concerned with the developme
nt of society.“
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Victoria Macovei, Ro
mania
“My friends were participants
at last year’s MICC and they
said it is a great opportunity
to learn more about the International Criminal Court and at
the same time have a lot of fun
,
so I took their advice and I app
lied. As I am a great patriot in
ten years time I plan to live
and work in Moldavia, my hom
e
country, and practice law.“

Zulfikar Berk, Turkey
“I applied for MICC because here
I can hear opinions of people from various backgrounds on
the role of the International
Criminal Court. This field of study
is very interesting for me
and I find it important to learn what
people from other countries
and other nationalities think about certa
in issues that the International Criminal Court is dealing with
. I am about to get my PhD,
so in ten years I see myself as universit
y professor in Turkey.“

Monica Godiva Akullo, Uganda
“I am very interested in International Criminal Law and
there has been a lot of development in the field of International Criminal Court in my country and I wanted to be a
part of it. At the same time I get to meet a lot of interesting
people. In 10 years I am going to be a big shot lawyer and
be extremely rich.“
Photos by Azra Mustafica
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“We combine mutual understanding
and cultural learning”
Project coordinator Nina Lüders on MICC-Schools, MICC-Universities,
MICC World, MICC spin offs and the future of the MICC
The Krzyżowa Observer: When did the idea of
MICC occur?
Nina Lüders: In 2005, Hans Fleisch, the head of
the Federation of German Foundations, came
up with the idea of organizing a Moot Court
in Krzyżowa. The first question was how how
to fund such a project. So, Fleisch met with Dr.
Agnieszka von Zanthier of Kreisau Initiative
from Berlin to discuss the idea - and she found
it brilliant and decided to make it real.

You told me that MICC School was first, and
then there was MICC University. But there is
also MICC World. What is happening there?
The European Union is a big fan, and also a big
donor of our project, and once a year they pub-

lish a call for the EU and the World. They asked
us to present the projects that had participants
from all over the world, as well as EU members.
And I thought, ‘let’s try if MICC works with
other students’. So basically we do it the same as
MICC School - but with this new group of participants. Then again, the only difference is that
they were coming from other continents than
usually. In the end, it is wonderful and proves
that this project and it’s concept are really good.
How do you get trainers?
When we started, we already had Jens Henning
Fischer as a trainer. He was there all the time,
so there is no question about him working with
us, he knows the project so well. There were
also other people who worked in the project,
before I came on board. Jens and my predessesor have a strong focus on debaters as they were
both recruited from the debating scene.

Together, both pitched a proposal to the German Foundation ‘Remembrance, Responsibility and Future’ where the people in charge
liked the concept so much that they have been
financing MICC since then.
In 2005, we did the first pilot MICC School
and in 2006 the first MICC University. In the
beginning, the University was more like competition Moot Court, until we decided we don’t
want to have groups battling with each other in
Krzyżowa. Instead, we wanted something else to combine mutual understanding and cultural
learning, so we changed the concept.
The organizers are from Germany, so why are
MICC and other projects running in Polish
Krzyżowa and not, for example, in Berlin?
The Kreisau Initiative was established in order
to support youth meetings here in Krzyżowa.
Our purpose is to bring the projects to Poland.
We also have some Berlin projects and some in
other parts of the world, but our main tasks are
the projects in Krzyżowa, supporting the youth
meeting centre. Around one thirds of projects
here are organized by the Kreisau Initiative.

Interview: Karo Skibińska

There are different ways to recruit people. Some
of them have been working in the MICC for a
quite long time. For the human rights workshops, I think about the people I know, and
colleagues I attended trainings with. If it comes
to MICC School, we take some of the students
from MICC University, who seem to be promising as future trainers. We get them to join
the ‘old’ trainers, let them work on one MICC
School, and if they doing the good job, we ask
them to come back as the ‘real’ trainers. Most
of them are lawyers, but it’s not necessary they
are finished with their studies, because they still
have enough knowledge to teach high school
students.

Nina Lüders Photo: Michał Żak

MICC University is different. We have to pay
attention to the fact, that we need to have lawyers here, people working in the field, having
some work experience. Also, most of them are
a bit older than the students.

What other projects are taking place in
Krzyżowa?
We have different areas of work. I am taking
care of human rights and history, and concerning that field of work, MICC is the biggest project at Krzyżowa and the biggest of the
initiative. Our target groups are high school
students, university students, as well as adults.
Additional, we also do inclusive pedagogy and
inter-generational dialogue with education
about sustainable development.

What about the other versions of the MICC,
the spin-offs? Where they take place?
There is one in Turkey, and it has been there
for six years now. Then we have a spin-off in
Estonia and they even had a Baltic MICC with
Latvia and Sweden. In January 2012 we had two
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schools here, from Portugal and Turkey, and
they also want to make a spin-off, but I think
they are still stuck on faze when they want to
apply for money.
The Balkan version is also on this stage...
Actually, they are at this point when they don’t know
if they’re going to get the funds. But there is an idea
of our human right specialist Victor Ochan about
taking MICC to Uganda. We applied for funding to
the UN, but this is very hard to get.
We talked about the Kreisau Initiative, but
there is, as well, the Krzyżowa Foundation for
Mutual Understanding...
The Krzyżowa Foundation is the owner of the
estate, and they have their own pedagogical
department, meaning their own projects. Basically, the majority of the tasks that are extracurricular and connected to non-formal edu-

cation comes from the Kreisau Initiative and
the school projects are run by the Krzyżowa
Foundation.
For the Krzyżowa Foundation’s projects - do
people come from countries all over the world,
or it’s mainly for participants from Poland and
Germany?
Well, it depends. A lot of the projects are binational. That is due to the fact, that they are
funded by the German-Polish Youth Office who
has a two-to-three countries limit. But they also
have a strong focus on historical projects for the
eastern Europe - they invite Ukrainians, Russians, Belarusians… There are US-Americans
here sometimes, too, but the projects they join
are mostly for adults.
What are your plans for the future? More spinoffs, MICC World taking place more often?

I want to have another MICC World next year,
but the big taks for now is to find a donor. We
need to come up with a new strategy how to
implement the project, because now we are
running three times a year, and I would like to
keep it that way.
In general, I would like to open the MICC up,
but the direction depends on the donor: if it’s
a European one, than the project will be more
European, if international, than the project can
be more international, too.
And if it comes to spin-offs, I like the idea, as
long as we don’t have to play a very active role
in them. We can send the trainers, but we can’t
help with the funds, because we ourselves have
limited resources. Actually, I like the Uganda
idea very much, and also the Balkans one.

Let’s talk Africa
South Africa, Uganda represented by four participants at this year’s MICC
By Coy Gibson

So far, the International Criminal Court has investigated just eight cases in its brief existence.
Yet, these eight cases all have something in common: Since 2002, with the enactment of the Rome
Statute and formal establishment of the ICC, the
court has officially investigated cases in the Democratic Republic of Congo, Uganda, the Central
African Republic, Sudan, Kenya, Libya, the Ivory
Coast, and Mali – four of which were referred by
the African country, itself.

With that, MICC was fortunate enough to have
four Africans – two from both Uganda and South
Africa – contribute to this year’s simulation, offering their own experiences, optimism for the future
of international law, and hope for future dialogue.
“I think that the different perspectives and experiences, whether it’s from Europe, Africa, or America,
culminate together to bring about a dialogue that
can work towards cooperation and open dialogue

that is very much needed in international law, international crimes, and international relations,” said
Kirsten Hall of South Africa.
As the week went on, it became apparent to Susan
Nalunkuma of Uganda that the geographic diversity
certainly aided in each participant’s understanding
of ICC and each other: “We can see that all crimes
are culturally relative and if the ICC is going to work,
it is going to need cooperation from everyone,” she
said.
“The role of ICC is not something we talk about (in
South Africa),” said Thabang Mokgatle. “No one is
thinking about it in (South Africa), and for me that
indicates that (the ICC) is not functional, it is not
reaching out.”
After being accepted to MICC, Godiva Akullo
of Uganda didn’t know what to expect from the
other participants. She had never travelled to
Europe prior to the program. “When you are
put in this situation (at MICC), you begin to
realize that we aren’t that different,” said Akuilo.
“It is important for us to be able to work together from a position of knowledge and not ignorance about one another.”

(left to right) Kirsten Hall, Thabang Mokgatle and Susan Nalunkuma Photo: Michał Żak
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What you always wanted to know
about war, but never dared to ask
By Azra Mustafica & Karo Skibinska

On Tuesday evening MICC University conducted a talk with contemporary witnesses
– Victor Ochen from African Youth Initiative Network (Uganda) and Maja Nenadović
who originates from Croatia and works with
the Anne Frank House in Amsterdam, Netherlands. The goal of this talk was to engage
the participants in a discussion rather than
having them listen to a plain speech.
The discussion proceeded in that manner
and from the very from the very beginning

the students began asking various questions
and the experts, Maja and Victor, tried to
answer them – as they said - “to the best
of their abilities”. As Maja put it, this was
a discussion that could be entitled “What
you always wanted to know about war, but
never dared to ask”.
A huge part of the talk focused on the problem of mitigating circumstances. Victor,
along with participants from Uganda, Susan
Mirembe Nalunkuma and Monica Godiva

Akullo, talked about child forces used in
the conflicts in Africa. Some very emotional
confessions arose during Victor’s speech, as
well as during the rest of the meeting.
The following topic considered the human
ability to adapt to any circumstances they are
under. Maja spoke about the war in Croatia
and how fast the adaptations was the people
of Ex-Yugoslavia, and also for any people afflicted by war, had to adapt to this new reality. She explained how the war and conflict
soon became a normal part of the people’s lives.
After much talk about the war, Maja decided
to conduct an activity in which every participant had to contribute one injustice from
their home country, their city, their society. As it turned out, the question - ‘What is
unjust’ brought out many depressing answers.
However, in order to finish the talk with a
less depressing tone, and to stress out the importance and impact that every human being
can have in creating our world a better, safer,
and more just place, Maja finished the discussion with words that left all the participants first speechless, and then inspired to
get up that minute and make a change:

Maja Nenadović Photo: Azra Mustafica

“Focus on the battles that you can fight. Every
single one of you has identified an issue which
automatically means that you have a certain
dosage of awareness. Now that you’ve talked in
front of every single one of us, we stand here as
witnesses to the fact that you know about this
problem we talked about which means that all
of us now have two options: one – do nothing,
two – do something.” (Maja Nenadović)
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“And when I tell you do something I really
need you to snap out of this idea that you
need to be a prime minister of a country, that
you need to be rich, or that you need to have
excellent grades… You need to be a human
being. So when I say “do something”, after all
these things that we have talked about, the
least thing you can do is to write on Facebook about the issue you mentioned - that is
your media. Those of you who talked about
immigrants and Romas - go and befriend
one of them that you see are going through
sever injustices. No, it is not going to solve
the actual problem of all the immigrants, but
that one person you talked to will feel a bit
less alone and a bit less attacked in the country where they feel that the entire nation is
against them, because that is the message
that the politicians want to send. Every single one of you can do something!”

A Family of VIPs

The Moltkes shaped German and European history for
more than 100 years
By Valérie Hoyt-Parrish

“There are two very important personalities
in this family,” says Niklas Schmidt. The 20
year old German should know: He is regularly leading visitors through the Krzyżowa
manor. The first is Helmuth Karl Bernhard
von Moltke the elder, a German Field officer
- and “the best strategist of his century.”
The elder Moltke is famous for his success
in warfare which is credited to his theory of
war. He viewed military strategy as an exploration and preparation of options. Helmuth
was – and still is! - very well respected for
his military expertise. Due to his notoriety,
his great-grandnephew Helmuth James Graf
von Moltke even received some nicety at
some point during his confinement. Unfortunately, these were quickly dissolved after
July 24, 1944.
Helmuth James Graf von Moltke and his wife
Freya acted to thwart the human right abuses
committed by Nazi Germany during the second world war. He was not just a founding
member, but - as Niklas Schmidt stated during the guided tour of Krzyżowa - the “head”
of the “Kreisau Circle” resistance group. This
group met approximately 150 times in Berlin and only 3 times at the Motke’s manor at
German Kreisau as today’s Polish Krzyżowa
was called then.

James von Moltke Source: Wikipedia

Yet, it was the discussions at the Krzyżowa
meetings that would ultimately lead to
James’ demise. These meetings were held
twice in 1942 and once in 1943 and focused
on the creation of a government after the assumed fall of the Nazis. They resulted in the
creation of the “Principles for the New Order”
and “Directions to Regional Commissioners”,
writings which Freya was in charge of hiding in a place that even her beloved husband
would be ignorant of.

James was initially arrested for conspiracy to
bring about a coup d’etat yet no evidence was
present and the prosecution had to change
the charge to treason. In a letter to his wife,
James proudly noted that it was his ideas for
which he will die not his actions, “Thus it
is documented, that not plans, not preparations, but the spirit of such shall be persecuted.”

In January 1944 James was arrested for warning a friend of their pending arrest but because of his family name he was given special
treatment. James found himself incarcerated
in the very same prison that employed one
of his Kreisau Circle members. It was this
acquaintance that created a means of communication for James and Freya, as written correspondences between the two were
smuggled in and out of the prison.
During this time a failed assassination attempt on Hitler and the consequential investigation revealed James’ involvement in
the resistance to be valid and more deeply
involved than first suspected. James quickly lost his special treatment and was tried
in January 1945 before the Nazi “People’s
Court”.
Freya von Moltke Source: Wikipedia

Helmuth von Moltke Source: Wikipedia
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Where Every Building Has a Story to Tell
The historical Kreisau, now called Krzyżowa, has been a place where history is made for more than 150 years
Krzyżowa might, with its’ about 200 inhabitants at first glance seem as a small, simple, beautiful village. However, there is a lot
more to this place than meets the eye. The
story of Krzyżowa dates back to the 1800’s
and the time of Helmuth Karl Bernhard
von Moltke, the German Field Marshal.
Von Moltke was the chief of staff of the
Prussian Army for thirty years. He is regarded as one of the greatest strategists of
the 19th century, and the creator of a new,
more modern method of directing armies
in the field. After many successful battles,
in 1871 von Moltke purchased the estate
that was then called Kreisau came to be
known as Krzyżowa.
Helmuth Karl Bernhard von Moltke is
called „the Elder“ as he was not the only
Moltke in Krzyżowa. The son of his brother, Helmut James von Moltke, played an
important role in the history of Kreisau
as well. During World War II, the manor

By Nastya Parfirieva & Paulina Kurnicka

at Kresiau became a home for an anti-Nazi
resistance-group. Between 1942 and 1943
three meetings of the “Kreisau Circle”, as
they are referred to today took place in
Moltke’s house.
The goal of the “Kreisau Circle” was bringing a democratic German into an democratic Europe. However the “Kreisau circle”
didn’t achieve this goal. Moltke was arrested and executed along with other members
of the “Circle”. In the end of WW2, Kreisau
became Polish, was renamed to Krzyżowa –
and got forgotten by most people.
More than 40 years later, in 1989, after the
fall of the Berlin Wall, a meeting between
the German Chancellor and the first democratically elected Polish president, Tadeusz
Mazowiecki, took place in Krzyżowa. The
purpose of this was to commemorate the fight
against totalitarism in communist Poland, and
remind the public of the “Kreisau Circle”.

An original piece of the Berlin Wall Photo: Paulina Kurnicka

Nine years later, in 1998, the doors of the
Kreisau estate at Krzyżowa were opened to
the public. Today the beautiful village is
not only some historical place, but a place
where history is being made. Thousands
of students from all over the world have
walked through the estate of Kreisau where
they gather to work on mutual and intercultural understanding, peace-building, reducing stereotypes and generally working
toward improving their society.
The estate consists of The International
House of Youth Meetings, The Memorial,
The European Academy and ‘The Palace’. However, there is more in Krzyżowa
than just the Kreisau estate. Interestingly
enough, the small village has a library that
offers more than 5.000 books.
There is also a Church older than the other
buildings with an yardfilled with dozen
of crosses. They are three meters tall and
carved by hand. Apparently one of the
crosses is dedicated to a former priest who
was involved in the work of the Krzyżowa
foundation.

The Kreisau Circle’s main room Photo: Paulina Kurnicka
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It’s mine, no it’s mine, no it’s mine...!
Austrian, Prussian, German, Polish, Czech - the back and forth struggles
for Silesia

By Valerie Hoyt-Parrish
1299: first record of settlement in Silesia, ruled by Polish Piast dynasty
1335: Silesia becomes part of Crown of Bohemia
1526: Bohemia becomes part of the Austrian Habsburg Empire
1740: 1740: King Frederick the Great of Prussia invades Silesia at the beginning of his war against Austria

1742: First Silesian War, Prussian forces claimed most of
Silesia except for Teschen and present Czech Silesia
1744-1745: Second Silesian War, Prussia claims and gets all of Silesia
(Treaty of Dresden)

1756-1763: Seven Years War, Prussia remains in
control of Silesia

Late 18th century to 19th century: Industrial Revolution in
Silesia lead to bad work conditions, coal mining is controlled
by private industry, workers are often mistreated, land is held
by large estate owners, upper and middle class majority is
German while large percent of mistreated workers are Polish
which leads to tensions between the Silesian ethnicities

to
1918/19: Revolution in Germany leads to the first German republic

or

&

1919: At the end of World War One, the treaty of Versailles creates a plebiscite to determine if Upper
Silesia would remain in now democratic Germany or merge into the freshly founded Polish republic

1920: City of Teschen/Cieszyn/Český Těšín gets divided between Poland and Czechoslovakia; the division is done so
haphazardly that the boundary ran straight though some mines forcing miners to work in one country and sleep in another

1921: results of plebiscite favores Germany except where Polish population dominats in easternmost
part of Upper Silesia
1922: armed uprising of Polish results in division of territory, larger industrial
area go to Poland
&

1938: Munich Pact divides most of Czech Silesia between Nazi-Germany
and Poland

1939- After the invasion of Poland, Polish Silesia becomes part of Nazi-Germany;
Polish Silesians get expelled from the area as consequence of German conquest of Poland
1945- End of World War 2 dissolves all boundaries and restores the status Que predating 1938 with the exception of
Prussian Silesia East of Lusatian Neisse which is under Polish administration; German population is expelled from the
area (does this sound familiar to anyone?)
As the only Silesian district, Gölitz remaines in Communist East-Germany (DDR)
1972- Democratic West Germany no longer has any claims to area as result of Nonaggression Pact between Germany and Poland
Since 1989/90: Silesia is located mainly in Poland with smaller parts in Czech
Republic and Germany
Source: www.winkler-family.eu
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Source: http://farfarhill.blogspot.com

Invisible, but VERY active
Text and photos by Nino Zviadauri

As in past years, The Krzyżowa Observer’s editorial board team consisted of students from various
fields of study. Some had media experience prior
to coming here, some not - but all recognize that
it is a great opportunity to be a journalist for a few
days and to experience the difficulties, stress, and
accomplishments every journalist must confront.

While you were preparing in your defense, prosecution, or judgment, you most likely did not
even notice what has happened here in the press
room. You will notice as you hold this year’s The
Krzyżowa Observer in your hands, our seven journalist and two team leaders thought about you a
lot: we followed your schedule, took photos, led in-

terviews, wrote articles, designed a new - hopefully
nice - layout... and all in order to provide you with
an interesting newspapers to take home with you
and share our decisions with the world.

Valerie Hoyt (27) lives in South
Carolina. She is a teacher at Columbia Jewish Day school. Privately, Valerie lives with her husband on an old farm. In the near
future, she wants to apply for a
Ph.D. program at the University
of South Carolina, seeking a doctoral degree in education.

Azra Mustafica (27) is from Bosnia Herzegovina and studies English language and literature in Mostar. Literature is not just her field of
study, but her hobby, too. Recently,
she started working on a novel “that
will hopefully be finished in the next
five years,” as she said with a smile.
In the future, she’d love to translate
Aleksandar Hemon’s books into this
author’s mother language – her native Bosnian.

Nino Zviadauri (20) is studying Journalism in Tbilisi, Georgia. “It makes me proud that I’m
from Xevsureti, one of the oldest
and beautiful region in Georgia.” I
am an active young lady and very
curious, too. I felt that joining the
MICC University was a great choice
and experience. I am convinced
that being here has improved my
abilities and will help me with
my future career.

Coy Gibson (21) is studying political science and business at the
University of South Carolina in the
United States. Coy’s hobby is playing golf and he is very active in different student groups on campus.
He says it was a great opportunity
to work with us at The Krzyżowa
Observer in order to let the world
know the importance of justice.

Paulina Kurnicka (22) is a student of the Adam Mickiewicz
University. She has a lot of interests
since she studies two faculties: law
and International relations. Last
academic year she studied in Germany as a winner of the Erasmus
Exchange Program. Paulina’s passion is acting and theater, but as
for her future plans she want to be
an ambassador or representative of
Poland to a different country.

Michał Daniel Zak (29) is the
most helpful member of our group.
His work isn’t just collecting articles, photos and other elements
that make a newspaper, but the
whole technical, graphical process.
He studied Philosophy in Polish
Poznań and Intercultural Business
Communication in German Jena.
His hobbies are Mexican blackand-white science fiction movies
from the late 1950s and guinea pigs.

Karo Skibinska (21) is studying
Journalism now and wants to study
Serb-Croatian Philology as well. In
her free time she likes to take photos and listen to alternative music.
She hopes to gain more experience
as a journalist in the next few years,
spend her summer vacation traveling across the Europe and attend
music festivals and youth meetings.

Anastasia Porfirieva (19) is studying law at Belarusian State University. She looks forward to her future
profession in Law. Ana’s interests
are the piano, photography, dancing, singing, and just spending her
free time with her friends. As for
Anastasia’s aims, she wants to travel
the world and improve her English
and Polish language skills.

Rüdiger Rossig (46) has been a
journalist for more than 20 years.
He is an editor with the German
daily “taz, die tagezeitung” and
a Senior Editor of four English
language monthlies from Berlin.
While studying History of South
East Europe in the 1990s, he
worked at various media positions
for the UN and the OSCE in former
Yugoslavia. He plays the guitar in a
Ska band called “Blechreiz”

D O N A T O R S
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And, this is who we are:

